
Genomic Advisory Role

Richard Hastings
Consultant Paediatrician, Sherwood Forest Hospitals

Home, Community, Hospital



What’s coming…

• Who am I and where did I come from?

• Why am I interested in Genomics?

• What I did to increase my knowledge/skills

• What I do now to support my colleagues



My career path…

• AKA, a small tour of the East Midlands



My career path…

• 14 year old

• Confused





My career path…

• 14 year old, uncertain career plans



My career path…

• Genetics 1991-1994



My career path…

• Genetics 1991-1994

• PhD 1994-1997

• Post-doctoral research 1997-2004

– Genetic markers of ageing in CVS 
cells







My career path…

• BMBS 2004-2008

• Specialty training in 
Paediatrics





My career path…

• ST6

• Dr Abhijit Dixit talk

• The Genomic Revolution is 
coming!

• OOP in Clinical Genetics 
department

• MSc in Genomic Medicine



My career path…

• CCT and move to East Midlands

• Consultant Paediatrician

• In a Kings Mill Hospital (a DGH)





Joint clinic

• Took time to organise

• Cases carefully selected by AD

• Pre-clinic by me

• Pre-clinic discussion with AD

• Clinic may or may not be alongside AD

• Improving waiting times

• Challenging me



Why am I interested in 
Genomics?

• 1 – I like genetics

• 2 – I like medicine

• 3 – Genomics is a 
rapidly evolving (and 
interesting) specialty

• 4 – After a few years as 
a consultant, you need 
an interesting new 
challenge



What I did to improve my 
knowledge/skills

• OOP in clinical genetics (ST7)

– Included OOH on call in NICU

• MSc Genomic Medicine Dr Abhijit Dixit
(my mentor)



Distance learning!



What did I study?

• 2 years – distance (online) learning (funded)

1. Introducing Genomics

2. Pharmacogenomics

3. Inherited diseases

4. Bioinformatics

5. Infectious diseases

6. Research skills

7. Omics

8. Cancer genomics



How do I ‘advise’ on Genomics



Teach medical students



Teach Colleagues



How to guides…



Familiar with GTD



Promote use of R14



Promote Consent Training

• Chromosomal microarray for low birth weight

• (due to placental insufficiency)

• Incidental finding of 2p16.3 deletion

– Associated with ID, SL delay, ASD and seizures



Act as an interpreter



(Take home message)



Create network with local 
Clinical Genetics Service

Paediatrics Clinical Genetics



Act as a liaison
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