
 

RCPCH Due Diligence Process 

Summary 

In October 2016 RCPCH Council agreed, on the basis of the responses received to its consultation on 

Formula Milk Company (FMC) funding, to institute a “due diligence” process for funders. As defined in the 

consultation, due diligence “means checking to see if the company in question has been found to be in 

breach of required codes of conduct.” Although this process would initially be applied to offers of funding 

from FMC companies, it would also be applicable to other funders such as pharmaceutical companies. 

The details of this process were established in autumn 2016 following Council. The process has also been 

developed with reference to Charity Commission guidance on accepting funding. This guidance stresses 

the importance of a proportionate, risk-based approach to considering any given piece of funding. 

The main elements of the RCPCH process are: 

1) A self-disclosure questionnaire (attached) which funders are required to complete. 

2) A research exercise conducted by College staff on any activities by the funder that might: 

- cause reputational risk to the College; 

- be at variance with the College’s objectives; or 

- represent a proven breach of “required codes of conduct”. 

If contradictions are found between the results of 1 and 2, the funder is asked to provide explanations for 

these. The results of these two pieces of work are referred to senior College management. Depending on 

the level of risk present, a given piece of funding may be approved by the College’s Senior Management 

Team or referred upwards, ultimately to the College’s Board of Trustees. At each stage, there is the option 

to reject a given piece of funding if it appears to be incompatible with the College’s goals and positions. 

This process applies to funding in any of the six areas set out in the FMC consultation, whether a 

commercial transaction (e.g. purchasing stand space at a conference) or supporting a research project or a 

course. The additional safeguards set out in the consultation will also be in place – for instance, any 

approved conference stands from an FMC would be permitted “only if information is confined to specialist 

milk formula”. 

This process does not affect the College’s already-stated position on not receiving funding from 

manufacturers of tobacco products, alcohol, or from arms manufacturers. 

The current goal is to have completed this due diligence process for all exhibitors at the 2017 Annual 

Conference. However, given the background, formula milk company exhibitors are being given priority. 


