
 

Vision 2017  

What are the three main political parties pledging for child health? 

A cross-departmental child health and wellbeing strategy 

• Labour have pledged to legally require all Government departments to 
have a child health strategy to set out how they will support the UK’s 
ambition to have the healthiest children in the world 

Adoption of a “child health in all policies” approach 

• No party has made a commitment to child health in all policies 

A commitment to well-resourced universal public health services 

• Labour have pledged to increase the number of health visitors and school 
nurses and ring-fence the public health budget over the course of the 
Parliament to allow councils to invest in leisure activities and health 
awareness campaigns 
 

• The Liberal Democrats would “reinstate the funding cut from public health 
budgets” 

Preventing avoidable child deaths 

• The Conservatives would require the NHS to continue to reduce infant and 
maternal deaths 
 



• Labour would take action to significantly reduce infant deaths and to 
ensure all families who lose a baby receive appropriate bereavement 
support 

Promoting breastfeeding 

No party has made a specific commitment to promote breastfeeding. However: 

• Labour has committed to introducing an Index of Child Health, to measure 
progress against international standards and report annually against four 
key indicators including “under 5s”, which will monitor breastfeeding, 
immunisation and childhood mortality (the other indicators are obesity, 
dental health and mental health) 

Increasing immunisation uptake 

• See above re: Labour’s Index of Child Health 
 

• The Liberal Democrats would seek to protect global spending on essential 
vaccination provisions 

Preventing childhood obesity 

• The Conservatives would continue to take action to reduce childhood 
obesity by: 
 
 promoting efforts to reduce unhealthy ingredients, 
 providing clearer food information for consumers, and  
 supporting school sports, delivering on the commitment to double 

support for sports in primary schools 
 

• Labour would develop a new childhood obesity strategy within their first 
100 days, which would: 
 
 introduce a ban on the advertising of food and drink that is high in 

fat, salt and sugar (HFSS) before the 9pm watershed, 
 introduce restrictions on promotions, and 
 set a target to halve childhood obesity within the next ten years 

 
• The Liberal Democrats would develop a strategy to tackle childhood 

obesity which would:  
 
 restrict TV advertising of junk food before the 9pm watershed, 
 close loopholes in the sugary drinks tax, 
 encourage the traffic-light labelling system for food products and 

publication of information on calorie, fat, sugar and salt content in 
restaurants and takeaways, and 



 introduce mandatory targets on sugar reduction for food and drink 
producers  

Improving child mental health and wellbeing 

Children and young people’s mental health is a feature of all three manifestoes: 

• The Conservatives would: 
 
 ensure better access to care for children and young people with 

mental health conditions,  
 publish a green paper on young people’s mental health before the 

end of the year, 
 introduce mental health first aid training for teachers in every 

primary and secondary school and ensure that every school has a 
single point of contact with mental health services, 

 introduce modules on mental wellbeing and the mental health risks 
of internet harms in the curriculum for every child, and 

 reform Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services so that children 
with serious conditions are seen within an appropriate timeframe and 
no child would have to leave their local area and their family to 
receive normal treatment 
 

• Labour would: 
 
 protect funding for CAMHS and make sure it reaches its intended 

target in each CCG through ring-fencing mental health budget.  
 invest in early intervention by increasing the proportion of mental 

health budgets spent on support for children and young people 
 ensure that access to counselling services is available for all children 

in secondary schools, and 
 bring forward the ending of out-of-area placements to 2019 to “end 

the scandal of children being treated on adult mental health wards 
and stop people being sent across the country, away from their 
support networks, to secure the treatment they need” 
 

• The Liberal Democrats would: 
 
 ensure that all teaching staff have the training to identify mental 

health issues and that schools provide immediate access for pupil 
support and counselling,  

 promote wellbeing as a statutory duty of a school, to be part of the 
Ofsted inspection framework, 

 continue to roll out access and waiting time standards for children, 
young people and adults, including a guarantee that no young 
person would wait more than two weeks for treatment when they 
experience a first episode of psychosis, 



 examine the case for introducing a dedicated service for children 
and young people based on the Australian ‘headspace’ model and 
building on many excellent youth information, advice and counselling 
service, and 

 publish a National Wellbeing Strategy, to put better health and 
wellbeing for all at the heart of government policy 

Securing an adequate child health workforce 

None of the parties have made pledges on the paediatric workforce specifically. 
However:  

• The Conservatives would make it a priority in negotiations with the 
European Union that the 140,000 staff from EU countries can carry on 
making their vital contribution to our health and care system. They would 
continue their commitment to increase the number of students in medical 
training by 1,500 a year 
 

• Labour would develop a long-term workforce plan for the NHS and re-
introduce bursaries and funding for health-related degrees. They would 
invest in the training, education and development of doctors throughout 
their careers and immediately guarantee the rights of EU staff working in 
our health and care services 
 

• The Liberal Democrats would guarantee the rights of all NHS and social 
care staff who are EU nationals to stay in the UK 

Delivering care built around the needs of infants, children, and young people 

• No party has made a specific commitment to delivering care built around 
the needs of infants, children and young people 

A cross-party commitment to a publicly funded, provided, and managed National 
Health Service, free at the point-of-use 

• The parties have yet to come together and make a commitment to 
sustaining an effective, efficient, equitable NHS, as called for in our Vision 
 

For more information about Vision 2017 and ways to get involved with the 
RCPCH’s #childhealthmatters campaign in Parliament, contact 

public.affairs@rcpch.ac.uk 

 

 


