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Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

This questionnaire aims to provide you with an opportunity to comment on the development of the 
new Children and Young People’s Strategy.  It has intended that through this document you will 
have an opportunity to put forward your views to help inform this Strategy.  This questionnaire 
should be completed in association with the consultation document available on the 
Department of Education website.

Copies of the consultation document and the response form can be downloaded from 
the Department’s website at https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/consultations/children_and_
youngpeoples_strategy_2017_2027

Comments on the Strategy can be made online at the DE website, sent by email or posted to the 
address below.  The deadline for responses is 5.00 pm on Monday 27 February 2017.

By email: cyps.consultation@education-ni.gov.uk

By writing to: Children and Young People’s Strategy Team 
  Room 6.14 
  Department of Education 
  Rathgael House 
  43 Balloo Road 
  Rathgill 
  BANGOR  BT19 7PR

Please note that all responses will be treated as public, and may be published on the Department 
of Education website.  If you do not want your response to be used in this way, or if you prefer for 
it to be used anonymously, please indicate this when responding (see Statement of Confidentiality 
and Access to Information at the end of this questionnaire).
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Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

About You

I am responding...

   As an individual

  On behalf of an organisation

Details of Organisation

Your name

Organisation name

Organisation address



4

The Proposed Aim of the Strategy

The proposed Aim of the Executive’s Children and Young People’s Strategy is:

“To work together to improve the well-being of all children and young people 
in Northern Ireland - delivering positive long-lasting outcomes.”

Please tell us to what extent you agree with the Aim as outlined above?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comments below you have relating to the aim:
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Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

Proposed Key Principles

The consultation document proposes key principles that the Strategy and its delivery will 
be guided by.  These key principles are listed below:

 ● Participation

 ● Partnership

 ● Co-design

 ● Evidence-informed

 ● Focused on early intervention

 ● Age-appropriate actions

 ● Rights-based

 ● Subject to review

Please indicate to what extent you agree with the key principles:

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comments you may have relating to the key principles, including details of any 
you would add, change or remove:
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Proposed New Structures

The consultation document proposes that new structures will be established, and existing 
structures utilised, to oversee the delivery of the Strategy.  These structures are:

 ● Ministerial led Sub-Committee for Children and Young People

 ● Children and Young People’s Strategy Group

 ● Stakeholder forum

 ● Children and Young People’s Strategy Partnership (CYPSP)

 ● Ongoing engagement with children and young people

 ● Ongoing engagement with parents and guardians

 ● Accessing relevant research from academia

Please indicate to what extent you agree with the proposed structures:

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comments you may have relating to the structures:
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Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

Proposed Outcomes to Improve Well-being

To improve well-being, the consultation document outlines 8 proposed outcomes we want 
for our children and young people, these are:

 ● Children and young people are physically and mentally healthy.

 ● Children and young people enjoy play and leisure.

 ● Children and young people learn and achieve.

 ● Children and young people live in safety and stability.

 ● Children and young people experience economic and environmental well-being.

 ● Children and young people make a positive contribution to society.

 ● Children and young people live in a society which respects their rights.

 ● Children and young people live in a society in which equality of opportunity and good 
relations are promoted.

For each outcome, you are asked to consider the following:

 ● Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?

 ● How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)
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OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple are physically and mentally 
healthy

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?

Within the ‘physically and mentally healthy’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as 
requiring the greatest effort.  Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.

1. Infants:  By establishing good health habits in the home from an early age the foundations 
for achieving this outcome will be established.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:



Children and young people are physiCally and mentally healthy
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2. Children and young people with mental health problems:  Concerns relate to depression 
and anxiety, eating disorders, drug and alcohol related problems and increased levels of 
self-harm.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

3. Children and young people with a disability and/or complex health needs, including 
life limiting conditions:  We must ensure that disabilities are not a barrier to the realisation 
of this or other outcomes for these children and young people.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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4. Children and young people living in areas of deprivation:  Health outcomes for our 
children and young people can be significantly affected by where they live and whether their 
family experiences poverty.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:



Children and young people are physiCally and mentally healthy
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OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple are physically and mentally 
healthy

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)

Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline 
indicators identified for the ‘physically and mentally healthy’ outcome are outlined below.  
Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:

1. Childhood obesity:  Percentage of Primary 1/Year 8 children who are obese - including 
breakdown by deprivation quintiles to examine the impact of deprivation.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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2. Low birth weight:  The proportion of babies born at a low birth weight.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

3. Mental health and emotional well-being:  Percentage of children and young people with 
GHQ12 scores less than or equal to 4 - signifying possible mental health problem (GHQ12 is 
a screening device for identifying minor psychiatric disorders).

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:



Children and young people are physiCally and mentally healthy
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘physically and 
mentally healthy’ outcome:
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OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple enjOy play and leisure

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?

Within the ‘enjoy play and leisure’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as 
requiring the greatest effort.  Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.

1. Early Years:  Play and leisure needs to be encouraged and supported from birth.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:



Children and young people enjoy play and leisure
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2. Children and young people with a disability:  Children with a disability, and their families, 
require additional support for play and leisure activities.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

3. Children and young people in poverty:  Children from less affluent backgrounds are much 
less likely to participate in structured play, cultural or arts-based activities

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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4. Young People:  It is important that teenagers are given the freedom, time and space to 
enjoy self-directed play and leisure time.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:



Children and young people enjoy play and leisure
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OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple enjOy play and leisure

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)

Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline 
indicator identified for the ‘enjoy play and leisure’ outcome is outlined below.  It is intended 
that additional indicators will be identified through the Data Development Agenda.  Please 
tell us to what extent you agree with the indicator:

Enjoyment of Play and Leisure:  The enjoyment experienced by children and young people as 
they play in their homes, their communities, their schools and their local play facilities.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘enjoy play and 
leisure’ outcome:



Children and young people learn and aChieve
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OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple learn and achieve

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?

Within the ‘learn and achieve’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as requiring 
the greatest effort. Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.

1.  Pupils entitled to free school meals: It is important that our most disadvantaged learners 
are given particular focus and evidence clearly demonstrates that social disadvantage has 
the greatest single impact on attainment.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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2. Children and young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN):  Work needs to 
continue to ensure that all pupils with learning difficulties receive a high quality education and 
fulfil their potential.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

3. Care experienced children and young people:  Children and young people leaving care 
are at a greater risk of not transitioning to employment, education or training. It is important 
that they are supported during their education and as they transition out of education and out 
of care, to ensure they experience positive outcomes.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:



Children and young people learn and aChieve
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4.  Newcomer, Traveller and Roma children and young people:  There is a clear and 
demonstrable attainment gap for children and young people who are newcomers to 
Northern Ireland, from the Traveller or Roma communities.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

5.  Children and young people in custody:  These young people should receive education 
provision to the same standards, under the same legal basis, as any other young person.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple learn and achieve

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)

Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline 
indicators identified for the ‘learn and achieve’ outcome are outlined below. Please tell us to 
what extent you agree with each indicator:

1.  Child Development:  Percentage of children who are at the appropriate stage of 
development in their immediate pre-school year.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:



Children and young people learn and aChieve
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2.  Educational Attainment:  Percentage of school leavers achieving level 2 qualifications ~ 
five+ GCSEs at A*-C or equivalent, including GCSE English and Maths (including equivalent 
level 2 qualifications eg BTEC level 2 certificates/diplomas).

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

3.  Educational Inequality:  Gap between percentage of non-FSME (Free School Meal Entitled) 
school leavers and percentage of FSME school leavers achieving level 2 qualifications ~ 
five+ GCSEs at A*-C or equivalent, including GCSE English and Maths (including equivalent 
level 2 qualifications eg BTEC level 2 certificates/diplomas).

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘learn and achieve’ 
outcome:



Children and young people live in safety and stability
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OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple live in safety and stability

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?

Within the ‘live in safety and stability’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as 
requiring the greatest effort.  Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.

1. Youth homelessness:  A young person cannot feel safe or live with any stability if they do 
not have a place they can call home.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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2. Looked After Children:  Looked after children may have experienced living conditions 
which are unsafe and unstable – leading to them leaving their family home and living in care. 
Therefore, it is important that whilst in care they are given the safety and stability which they 
were previously denied.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

3. Internet Safety:  Children and young people, and their parents, should be supported to 
develop the skills and knowledge necessary to stay safe online and on how to respond when 
subject to online abuse.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:



Children and young people live in safety and stability
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4.  Children and young people under the threat of paramilitary intimidation:  This was 
raised consistently during co-design as an area of concern for young people – paramilitary 
intimidation can lead to feelings of instability and insecurity, causing the young person 
distress and leaving them isolated from family, friends and community.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

5.  Children experiencing neglect or domestic violence:  Neglect or domestic violence can 
affect any child and/or young person.  The impact of such abuse on children and young 
people can be significant and longlasting.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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6.  Children and young people in contact with the youth justice system:  We must work to 
ensure that children and young people who come into contact with the youth justice system – 
including the children of prisoners – are not destined to have poorer life chances.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

7.  Family Breakdown:  Children and young people have a right to preserve their family 
relations and a right to maintain direct contact with both parents on a regular basis, if that is 
in their best interests. We must ensure that those rights are respected and help parents to 
work through their difficulties in a way that does not cause additional stress and harm.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:



Children and young people live in safety and stability
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OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple live in safety and stability

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)

Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline 
indicators identified for the ‘live in safety and stability’ outcome are outlined below.  Please 
tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:

1. Youth homelessness:  Number of 16/17 year olds presenting as homeless.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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2. First time entrants into the criminal justice system:  Number of first time entrants into the 
criminal justice system.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

3. Victims of crime:  Number of young people who are victims of crime.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:



Children and young people live in safety and stability
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4. Child contact order:  Number of repeat applications made.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘live in safety and 
stability’ outcome:



Children and young people experienCe 
a. eConomiC and b. environmental well-being

33

OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple experience ecOnOmic and 
envirOnmental well‑being

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?

Within the ‘economic and environmental well-being’ outcome, the areas below have been 
identified as requiring the greatest effort.  Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.

1. Families experiencing poverty:  By helping families living in poverty, children and young 
people affected can experience a range of better outcomes.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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2. Children and young people in need of education, employment or training:  Children and 
young people should have opportunities to develop appropriate skills so they can become 
economically active, find a gainful employment and avoid poverty.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

3. Rural young people:  Children and young people living in rural areas often face additional 
challenges in the area of economic well-being.  There may be fewer employment 
opportunities and they may have to travel further to access education, training or 
employment.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple experience ecOnOmic and 
envirOnmental well‑being

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)

Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline 
indicators identified for the ‘experience economic and environmental well-being’ outcome 
are outline below.  Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:

1. Child Poverty:  Percentage of children living in absolute poverty before housing costs.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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2. Number of young people not in education, employment or training:  Number of 16-24 
year olds not in education, employment or training.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:



Children and young people experienCe 
a. eConomiC and b. environmental well-being
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘experience 
economic and environmental well-being’ outcome:
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OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple make a pOsitive cOntributiOn tO 
sOciety

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?

Within the ‘positive contribution to society’ outcome, the areas below have been identified 
as requiring the greatest effort.  Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.

1. Youth Work (youth organisations and groups:  Youth work (through youth organisations 
and groups) seeks to enable every young person to achieve their full potential, and to 
particularly support young people who may have experienced challenges in their early life. It 
is essential that the Strategy can be flexible and accommodate vulnerable young people in 
the 18-25 age bracket (aligning with the Priorities for Youth).

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:



Children and young people make a positive Contribution to soCiety
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2. “Seldom heard voices” of young people:  Participation should be for all children and 
young people and mechanisms should be put in place to facilitate and actively seek out the 
voice of young people who are seldom heard.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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OutcOme:  children and yOung peOple make a pOsitive cOntributiOn tO 
sOciety

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)

Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline 
indicators identified for the ‘positive contribution to society’ outcome are outline below.  
Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:

1. Participation:  Frequency of participation in voluntary and community work.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:



Children and young people make a positive Contribution to soCiety
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2. Self-efficacy:  Measure the confidence and capability of young people through self-efficacy.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘make a positive 
contribution to society’ outcome:



Children and young people live in a soCiety 
whiCh respeCts their rights
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OutcOme:  live in a sOciety which respect their rights

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?

Within the ‘live in a society which respects their rights’ outcome, the areas below have been 
identified as requiring the greatest effort.  Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.

1. Children acting as carers:  Children acting as carers are at risk of missing out on their 
childhood.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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2. Children and young people who suffer from racism:  Children and young people can find 
themselves subject to direct or indirect discrimination or racism. It is important that these 
children and young people are aware of their rights and what support they are entitled to – 
they require extra protection to prevent negative experiences resulting in negative outcomes.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

3. Children and young people who are Lesbian, Gay or Bisexual (LGB):  Lesbian, gay or 
bisexual young people feel that their rights and awareness or their issues are largely ignored 
in their education, communities and wider society.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:



Children and young people live in a soCiety 
whiCh respeCts their rights
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4. Children and young people who identify as Transgender:  Services need to be flexible in 
dealing with children and young people who identify as transgender and ensure they do not 
face discrimination, of any sort, based on their identity.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:

5. Children and young people who speak a different language:  Where possible, services 
should be provided in a range of languages to cater for all children and young people.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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6. Children and young people who seek to practice their faith:  Children and young people 
who seek to live out their faith in daily life are at risk of not having their fundamental rights 
respected.  This also applies to those children and young people who have no faith and who 
class themselves as atheist or humanist.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:



Children and young people live in a soCiety 
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OutcOme:  live in a sOciety which respect their rights

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)

Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline 
indicators identified for the ‘live in a society which respects their rights’ outcome are 
outline below.  Please tell us to what extent you agree with each indicator:

1. Understanding of the UNCRC:  Percentage of young people who have heard of the 
UNCRC and percentage of adults who have heard of the UNCRC.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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2. Respect for views:  Percentage of young people who feel they have a chance to give their 
views about the issues that affect them.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

3. Negative stereotyping:  Percentage of young people who feel the media represents young 
people fairly.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘live in a society 
which respects their rights’ outcome:
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OutcOme:  live in a sOciety in which equality Of OppOrtunity and gOOd 
relatiOns are prOmOted

Based on evidence, where is the greatest effort needed?

Within the ‘live in a society in which equality of opportunity and good relations are 
promoted’ outcome, the areas below have been identified as requiring the greatest effort.  
Please tell us to what extent you agree with each.

1. Children and young people most likely to experience inequality (S75):  Section 75 of the 
Northern Ireland Act 1998 lists groups of people that require equality of opportunity. These 
groups include children and young people.  Children and young people with different religious 
beliefs, political opinions, racial group, sexual orientation, gender, disability etc should all be 
treated fairly and equally.  In addition, children and young people should not feel they are 
treated unfairly due to their age and negative perceptions of young people should be tackled.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:



Children and young people live in a soCiety in whiCh equality 
of opportunity and good relations are promoted

51

2. Children and young people living in interface areas:  Children and young people who 
experience the legacy of the conflict more keenly and who live in communities with more 
entrenched attitudes, need greater support to realise the outcome of improved attitudes.

Please tell us to what extent you agree that this area is one where the greatest effort is 
required?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed area:
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OutcOme:  live in a sOciety in which equality Of OppOrtunity and gOOd 
relatiOns are prOmOted

How do we know if we are achieving the outcome? (Proposed Indicators)

Based on the issues identified and the data currently available, the proposed headline 
indicators identified for the ‘live in a society which equality of opportunity and good 
relations are promoted’ outcome are outline below.  Please tell us to what extent you agree 
with each indicator:

1. Attitudes towards others:  Percentage who are favourable towards Catholics, Protestants 
and Minority Ethnic Groups.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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2. Engagement between young people of different community backgrounds:  Percentage 
of young people who regularly socialise or play sport with people from a different religious 
community.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:

3. Shared spaces:  Percentage of young people who think that leisure centres, parks, libraries 
and shopping centres in their area are ‘shared and open’ to both Protestants and Catholics.

Please tell us to what extent you agree with this headline indicator?

  Strongly Agree   Agree   Neither Agree nor Disagree   Disagree   Strongly Disagree

Please provide any comment you may have relating to the above proposed indicator:
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Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the ‘live in a society in which 
equality of opportunity and good relations are promoted’ outcome:
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Consultation Questionnaire

Additional Comments

Please provide any other comments you have in relation to the Children and Young 
People’s Strategy:



56

IF YOU ARE RESPONDING AS AN INDIVIDUAL

1.  Your Details:

Name _______________________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________________________

City/Town _______________________________________________________________

Postcode _______________________________________________________________

Email Address _______________________________________________________________

Phone Number _______________________________________________________________

2.  Are you.....?

Male

Female

3.  What is your age?

0-15

16-19

20-24

25-34

35-49

50-64

65+

4.  Are you.....?

Single, that is never married

Married and living with husband/wife

Living as married with a partner

Married and separated from husband/wife

Divorced

Widowed

Civil Partner in a legally recognised Civil 
Partnership and living with civil partner

In Civil Partnership - separated

In Civil Partnership - legally dissolved

In Civil Partnership - partner since died

Other (please specify)

___________________________
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Consultation Questionnaire

5.  Are you.....?

Heterosexual

Bisexual

Gay

Lesbian

Other (please specify)

___________________________

6.  What is your country of birth?

Northern Ireland

England

Wales

Scotland

Republic of Ireland

Elsewhere (please write the name of 
the country)

___________________________

7.  What is your ethnicity?

White

Chinese

Irish Traveller

Indian

Pakistani

Bangladeshi

Black Caribbean

Black African

Black Other

Other (please specify)

___________________________

8.  What is your religion?

No religion

Catholic

Presbyterian

Church of Ireland

Methodist

Baptist

Free Presbyterian

Brethren

Protestant - not specified

Christian - not specified

Buddhist

Hindu

Jewish

Muslim

Sikh

Any other religion (please specify)

___________________________

9.  Do you have any dependants in 
 your care 
 (Please select all that apply)

Child/Children

Elderly Relative

Sick or Infirm Relative

Disabled Relative

None

Other (please specify)

___________________________
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10.  The Equality Act (2010) defines disability as a physical or mental impairment that has 
a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ (more than 12 months) negative effect on your ability to do 
normal daily activities.  Under this definition, do you consider yourself to have a disability?

Yes

No
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Children and Young People’s Strategy

Consultation Questionnaire

EQUALITY IMPACT

Any strategy is likely to have impacts beyond the specific areas and issues it may be 
targeting. We would welcome views on how delivering a Children and Young People’s 
Strategy may affect other groups in society.

Please describe any effect you think the delivery of a Children and Young People’s Strategy 
may have on the nine groups contained within Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act.

Strongly 
Positive

Mainly Positive 
No Effect

Mainly 
Negative

Strongly 
Negative

Religious beliefs

Political opinion

Racial groups

Age

Marital status

Sexual orientation

Gender

Persons with a disability 
and persons without

Persons with dependants 
and persons without

Please provide further detail as to why you feel the Strategy will have negative/positive effects.
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Confidentiality and Access 
to Information Legislation

Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be 
published or disclosed in accordance with access to information legislation:  these are chiefly 
the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA), the Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) and the 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR).

If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential, please be aware that, 
under the FOIA, there is a statutory Code of Practice (section 45) with which public authorities 
must comply and which deals, amongst other things, with obligations of confidence.  In view of this, 
it would be helpful if you could explain to us why you regard the information you have provided 
as confidential.  If we receive a request for disclosure of the information, we will take full account 
of your explanation, but we cannot give an assurance that confidentiality can be maintained in all 
circumstances.  An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of 
itself, be regarded as binding on the Department of Education.

For further information about confidentiality of responses please contact the Information 
Commissioner’s Office on 028 9026 9380 or email ni@ico.gsi.gov.uk (or see their website).

Please tick the box below if you wish your response to be treated as anonymous.

     I want my response to be treated as anonymous

https://ico.org.uk/
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Thank You

That completes the survey - thank you for your valuable input into this consultation.


	Comments 2: 
	Comments 1: The RCPCH seeks to influence child health outcomes through raising standards in clinical education and standards in service provision. In addition we also seek to influence public policy, particularly where this is likely to have an impact on health and well being outcomes for infants, children and young people.AccountabilityWe support the development of the Outcomes Based Accountability approach, however this is at an early stage of development for Northern Ireland and clear accountability must be defined at the earliest opportunity. The RCPCH welcomes the inclusion in the Strategy of the establishment of a Ministerial Sub-Committee chaired by the Minister of Education, responsible for delivery and accountable to the Executive, as well as the CYP Strategy Group.  However, given the multi-departmental nature of the Sub-Committee and Strategy Group, clarity on lines of accountability in both the long and short term would be welcomed. Working Together The RCPCH agrees that the well being of children and young people is the role of numerous bodies and individuals and that the outcomes cannot be delivered by a single Department. Whilst the structures for delivering this Strategy are explained it is not obvious how the voice and opinion of the various stakeholders will be engaged and embedded in the delivery process. The RCPCH would welcome further detail on how service users, service deliverers and stakeholders will contribute to policy pertaining to the well-being of children and young people in Northern Ireland in a meaningful way that is genuinely inclusive and accessible and provides a holistic understanding of need.The RCPCH has the expertise to support and inform the delivery of this Strategy and in particular, Outcome 1 among other cross-cutting high level outcomes, this includes bringing both the clinical voice and the voice of infants, children and young people as well as that of parents, carers and families. The Children and Young People’s Engagement Team at the RCPCH works to ensure that the voice of children, young people and families is making a difference in child health and healthcare for young patients. Through delivering the & Us® network for children, young people, parents and carers; and the Engagement Collaborative for professionals, we actively seek and share the views of children, young people and families to influence and shape policy and practice.  Further detail on our ICYP engagement work is contained in the additional comments section on page 55.State of Child Health ReportThe RCPCH recently published a UK wide report on the State of Child Health, drawing, where possible from comparable data sets in England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, This is a comprehensive list of 25 measures of the health of UK children, ranging from specific conditions such as asthma, diabetes and epilepsy, risk factors for poor health such as obesity and a low rate of breastfeeding, to child deaths. The data provides an “across the board” snapshot of child health and wellbeing in the UK and includes bespoke recommendations for each nation.  We aim to work together with other bodies to make improvements within each nation. Comparison shows that Northern Ireland performs worse than neighbouring UK nations in some measures and, the UK as a whole has some catching up to do when compared to other prosperous nations.As well as being a thought provoking report which urges concerted effort to improve the health outcomes for infants, children and young people, this is the first attempt to standardise child health data across the UK in order to move towards a robust indicator framework to help drive improvements in outcomes. This report makes consistent calls for richer and more consistent capture of data and notes that the amount and quality of data was less readily available from Northern Ireland than that of the rest of the UK. More effort is required to align data collection and availability so that it can be used to mark progress within Northern Ireland and in a way that is comparable with the rest of the UK and other nations.Indeed, the RCPCH recognises that using accurate data as the basis for evidence of progress is critical, further we contend that data definitions must be comparable across multiple domains, jurisdictions, and importantly over time, it is therefore vital that a cooperative data development agenda takes account of work already being undertaken in this field across the whole of the UK and further afield. It is also timely that as Northern Ireland advances in digital maturity that ways of collecting stable high quality data contributing to the identified indicators be sought and supported, thereby reducing duplication of effort across multiple departments, services and locations. High quality digital information systems should be introduced to support children’s authorities and services that can automate and support the sharing of high quality data legitimately for both primary and secondary purposes.The RCPCH believes that to truly work toward delivering positive, long-lasting improvements to the lives of children and young people, particularly in respect of Outcome 1, further discussion on the RCPCH State of Child Health report and on the data agenda, so that child health data is readily available in a comparable form for accurate measurement and benchmarking purposes, which in turn will drive improvements in child health outcomes, is necessary.The RCPCH has detailed specific comments for the following sections of the consultation response booklet:- Proposed new structures at p5- Outcome 1 - Children & Young People are physically and mentally healthy: Outcomes - Questions 1,2,3 and 4; Proposed indicators - Questions 1, 2 and 3- Outcome 2 - Children and Young People enjoy leisure and play:  Outcomes - Question 4- Additional comments at p55
	Comments 4: The health outcomes for children are influenced before pregnancy and it is important that a clear focus on this period is maintained during the life of this Strategy. The RCPCH recommends that all primary and post primary schools deliver mandatory, high quality, evidenced based, meaningful health and social well-being improvement programmes as one approach to achieving a healthy weight at birth. Furthermore it is also recommended that programmes that address smoking cessation in pregnancy(provision of carbon monoxide screening) and maternal weight are further developed and provided throughout Northern Ireland and with a focus on areas where the need is greater such as in areas of high deprivation.  The RCPCH believes that such initatives are key in providing a healthy start for all.Northern Ireland performs poorly in relation to breastfeeding and further improvement in the rates of breastfeeding, including a reduction in the rates of discontinuing breastfeeding is required to achieve this Outcome.  The RCPCH notes that mothers commonly stop breastfeeding exclusively shortly after discharge from hospital and, while the College welcomes the NI Strategy 'Breastfeeding – A Great Start: a strategy for Northern Ireland 2013-2023', clearly more progress is needed.The RCPCH believes that providing consistent, targeted breastfeeding support and education, particularly for young mothers and those living in areas of higher deprivation, is an essential approach in this regard. In particular, providers should consider working through local champions and peer supporters to work with local communities to identify barriers to breastfeeding and develop measures to overcome these.  The RCPCH believes that it is crucial that targeted, early intervention initiatives are equitably available across Northern Ireland such as the Family Nurse Partnerships to help embed positive health behaviours and put those at risk on the right path.There is a need to ensure that good health habits are maintained throughout the life course. Five out of the top ten risk factors for the total burden of disease in adulthood are initiated and shaped in adolescence, so the principles of early intervention and prevention should continue to be applied across childhood and adolescence by protecting and supporting school nurses who play a vital part in on-going early intervention.
	Comments 3: The RCPCH utilises the expertise of paediatricians to ensure the clinical voice is represented on relevant strategy groups and forums such as these. The RCPCH publication 'Securing better health for Northern Ireland's infants children and young people: A vision for 2016' recommends that those responsible for the delivery of children's health care should ensure that paediatric and child health experts are consulted and represented on any forum established to drive forward reform and reconfiguration of paediatric services.  The RCPCH Ireland Committee are keen to take a full part in these proposals. Within the proposed structures, there are opportunities for strong clinical leadership through membership at the various levels which can  help drive forward the implementation of the Strategy. The RCPCH would welcome the opportunity for a senior College officer to sit on the Strategy Group to inform the Ministerial-led Sub-Committee. This would provide the most  effective mechanism for ensuring an effective clinical dimension to the design and delivery of the Strategy.  The RCPCH believes that such representation within the Children and Young People's Strategy Group as well as the Children and Young People's Strategic Partnership would contribute significantly to the achievement Outcome 1. Building on this, the RCPCH has developed the &Us platform (detailed in the additional comments section of this response) which engages the voice of infants, children and young people and should be considered within the context of the Stakeholders Forum, and ongoing engagement with children and young people as well as ongoing engagement with parents, carers and families in respect of Outcome 1 and relevant other High Level Outcomes.The RCPCH recommends that those responsible for reporting during the lifetime of this Strategy should; first, report on how they are engaging the voice of children, young people and families and, second how this information is being utilised to inform policy and ultimately improve the well-being of children.  The RCPCH recommends the full implementation of the Department of Health: A Strategy for Paediatric Healthcare Services Provided in Hospitals and the Community (2016-2026), in particular the prompt establishment of the Regional Paediatric Network as this group will be strategically placed to contribute to the structures and the delivery of the Strategy, especially in pursuance of the achievement of Outcome 1. The RCPCH welcomes evidence based approaches and notes the reference to accessing relevant research from academia. This is welcomed but must also include the experiences of children and young people and the healthcare professionals caring for them. There is a wealth of information and analysis from organisations such as the Royal Colleges, both medical and allied and, the National Children's Bureau.The RCPCH is calling for a 'child health' in all policies approach to tackle the substantial inequalities highlighted by our State of Child Health report. The Ministerial led Sub-Committee could play a key role in implementing this in Northern Ireland.
	Comments 6: Services need to better support young people up to age 25 with long-term conditions to be as independent and healthy as possible, preventing complications and the need to go into hospital. Health plans are important tools for managing a range of long term conditions and the RCPCH is calling for, just as is being proposed for the frail elderly, all infants, children and young people with long-term conditions to have a named health professional who coordinates their care. These infants, children and young people are vulnerable, often have complex needs and are frequently being seen by a plethora of healthcare professionals. For example, 85% of children with epilepsy have developmental impairments, meaning they see a range of specialists, including paediatricians, health visitors, school nurses, geneticists and neurosurgeons. ‘It would be great to have a key worker which helps with the coordination of different things. My child was under 17 different healthcare professionals and although this gradually decreased to seeing around 5 different consultants, it’s good to stick to see only a few rather than so many. It’s so overwhelming especially when the child is first diagnosed and we (the family) literally had no support at all’ (Extract, RCPCH & Us® Voice Bank 2016).Transition from paediatric to adult services is a particularly difficult time with inconsistencies in age of transfer, decisions made about transfer of clinical or care responsibility not related to need or, in some cases no adult service available to transfer to. We want to highlight transition as a key area where there is a particular need for improved services. 
	Comments 7: There is a clear link between poverty, inequality and poor health. Given that 28% of children in NI now live in relative poverty, there is a clear need to work together to closely monitor children’s outcomes, and introduce further measures to reduce the impact of poverty on the physical and mental health of infants, children and young people. The RCPCH calls for  the commissioning of high quality research which is dedicated to reducing child health inequalities and ensuring that the findings and recommendations are acted upon by the Executive. It is important that we address the impact of poverty throughout the childhood life course and it is crucial to address this even before pregnancy. The first 1001 days of a child's life is a critical period that will influence the health outcomes for the rest of their life, thusly, we urge that consideration is given to a focus on doing as much as possible in these formative years to negate the impact of poverty on health outcomes.
	Comments 8: The RCPCH would like to see this headline indicator framed positively, viz. percentage of children at a healthy weight, so that the indicator can capture underweight and overweight children and allow for policy and action for both. The RCPCH welcomes measurement at both primary 1 and year 8 but notes that in some cases, children are already obese before they start school.  Notwithstanding the section above focusing effort on setting healthy behaviours from infancy, the RCPCH notes that in Northern Ireland, 28 percent of children are overweight or obese and that more needs to be done by government and partners to reduce childhood obesity, starting with maternal health and wellbeing and continuing once children are born and grow into adulthood.  The RCPCH advocates for the expansion of national programmes to measure children after birth, before school and in adolescence.The RCPCH welcomes the inclusion of a breakdown by deprivation quantiles within this headline indicator. Some of the slight improvements in reducing levels of obesity we are seeing across the UK more widely are masking a worsening of the situation for the most deprived children.The RCPCH believes it is prudent to note that while the NI Assembly chose not to assign funds apportioned to NI from the future sugar tax toward healthier lifestyles for children, real effort and investment in physical activity programmes and initatives is required to reduce childhood obesity rates  in the first instance.
	Comments 9: The indicator should be framed positively, viz. proportion of babies born at a healthy weight. While the RCPCH agrees that this is a useful population level indicator, it is crucial that the underlying reasons for low birth weight are understood and acted upon accordingly.  Related to this, the RCPCH believes that given that child mortality rates in the UK continue to be higher than those in comparable European countries, lessons must be learned and used to influence policy and practice.  We call for the development of programmes in Northern Ireland that support multidisciplinary and multiagency child health and well-being research to strengthen the evidence base for child mortality, with a particular focus on better understanding the causes of neonatal deaths (RCPCH, NCB, (2014) Why Children Die – Part D, Recommendation 2 & 4).
	Comments 10: As the consultation document identifies, the GHQ12 is not a suitable screening device for under 16s. The RCPCH notes with concern that the consultation document proposes only to 'investigate the use of the psychological scale from Kidscreen as an appropriate mental health prevalence indicator for u16s’. The RCPCH recommends that appropriate tools must be developed simultaneously and used alongside this headline indicator to identify the prevalence of mental health problems among children and young people.  This is necessary for an accurate indication of mental health and emotional well-being across the childhood life course, similarly, a regular survey should be undertaken to understand the population need.  This is crucial given that it is estimated that 50% of mental illness in adult life (excluding dementia) starts before age 15 (Annual Report of the Chief Medical Officer in England 2012; Our Children Deserve Better: Prevention Pays, October 2013).   
	Comments 11: 
	Comments 12: 
	Comments 13: 
	Comments 14: 
	Comments 15: It is important that children have this opportunity which can have a positive effect on their physical and mental health. This must be supported by action that firstly promotes this opportunity and secondly reduces the attraction and availability of potentially harmful behaviours, in particular the availability of alcohol to minors. The impact of sanction levied at establishments for breach of licensing laws by way of selling to under 18s may be considered somewhat weak and underage drinking continues to be an issue. In recent Northern Ireland health policy reports, the RCPCH has repeatedly called for action to reduce the availability of alcohol to minors through minimum unit pricing as well as taking action against underage sales.The cross-departmental nature of this Strategy provides an opportunity for a number of Departments to work together to make improvements in this area.  
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	Comments 20: 
	Comments 21: 
	Comments 22: 
	Comments 23: 
	Comments 24: 
	Comments 25: 
	Comments 26: 
	Comments 27: 
	Comments 28: 
	Comments 29: 
	Comments 5: A focus on prevention and early intervention, more efficient use of existing resources and a clear referral pathway is needed. There must be a parity of esteem in the provision of mental health compared to physical care for children and young people and particularly for those most at risk of mental health difficulties. This includes looked-after children, children involved in youth justice, children in kinship care, children who have been excluded from school and others identified at risk. In addition to seeking improved CAMHs provision the RCPCH also calls for the commissioning of a regular survey to identify the prevalence of mental health problems among children and young people in Northern Ireland. Mental health continues to carry a stigma and under-reporting occurs, we must use the opportunity of this strategy to bring a concerted effort among Departments and others responsible for the evidence base and subsequent commissioning of mental health services for children and young people.
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	Comments 30: 
	Comments 34: 
	Comments 35: 
	Comments 36: 
	Comments 31: 
	Comments 38: 
	Comments 39: 
	Comments 40: 
	Comments 41: 
	Comments 42: 
	Comments 43: 
	Comments 44: 
	Comments 45: 
	Comments 46: 
	Comments 47: 
	Comments 48: 
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	Comments 50: 
	Comments 51: 
	Comments 52: 
	Comments 53: 
	Comments 54: 
	Comments 55: 
	Comments 56: 
	Comments 57: 
	Comments 58: 
	Comments 59: 
	Comments 60: 
	Comments 61: 
	Comments 37: 
	Comments 63: 
	Comments 62: 
	Comments 65: The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH) is responsible for training and examining paediatricians in the UK. The College has over 17,500 members in the UK and internationally, with approximately 350 in Northern Ireland and 150 in the Republic of Ireland. The College sets standards for professional and postgraduate education. We work to transform child health through knowledge, research and expertise, to improve the health and wellbeing of infants, children and young people across the world.In Northern Ireland our work is driven through the RCPCH Ireland Committee and we remain interested in securing appropriate levels of engagement at a strategic level for our members and for infants, children and young people.RCPCH &US - engaging the voice of infants, children and young people.The Children and Young People’s Engagement Team at the RCPCH works to ensure that the voice of children, young people and families is making a difference in child health and healthcare for young patients. Through delivering the & Us® network for children, young people, parents and carers; and the Engagement Collaborative for professionals, we actively seek and share the views of children, young people and families to influence and shape policy and practice. Our work is delivered through four engagement elements of inform, consult, involve and represent. Strategic voice of children and young people will be supported through partnership work with children, young people, families, health care professionals, formal and informal education providers, social care, local and central government and the voluntary and community sectors. We believe that effective engagement needs• Access to those in power• Access to information• Genuine choice / distinctive options• Support and skill development• Avenues for complaint • Roles within governance• To be an integral part of the organisationWe also try where possible to ensure we are working with a range of children and young from different ages, backgrounds, experiences and locations for a diverse set of voices.  We work to remember that they are children and young people first (health care experienced second) and try where possible to include voices from the following groupsUniversal – open access children and young people who are from a setting where having health experience is not a necessity e.g. school, children’s project, youth clubTargeted – where there is a common experience that brings people together, e.g. special school, hospital youth forumSpecialist – where there is a specific condition or experience that we are exploring e.g. visiting patients in a cancer treatment centreThe strategic voice programme includes;& Us®   - children, young people and families (CYPF)• Social media platforms, monthly opportunities newsletter• Consultations through online surveys and the & Us® Roadshows• Supporting strategic voice in governance – trustee, ICYP Engagement Committee• Engagement projects e.g. UK wide Takeover Challenges, young recruiters, delivering training workshops& Us® is…-A virtual network of signed up members    120+ children, young people and families in 2016-A network of consultation voices through roadshows 920+ children, young people and families engaged in 2016-A range of projects and challenge days    10+ events with 80+ children, young people and families-A socially connected movement     3 platforms with 2600+ followersEngagement Collaborative - child health / health care engagement leads• Share good practice through a monthly bulletin• Collaborative consultation responses• Information, advice and guidance on creating strategic voice programmes• Network of local champions and experts in engagementThe Engagement Collaborative is…A virtual network of signed up members  570+ workers in 2016Extending the reach of CYPF voice   10+ opportunities supported by the networkSharing resources     100+ resources sharedFunding streams identified   20+ sharedThe model in 2017The focus of delivery will move from consultation based activity to development of strategic voice programmes and projects beginning with a series of pilots focused on different areas linked to strategic voice. These are• & Us® educators: developing and delivering education and training to clinicians • & Us® challenges: adhoc projects and challenges to improve voice in health • & Us® innovators: creating innovative approaches to engagement, voice and influence through identifying gaps in 3 local pilot areas and testing solutions through a multi-disciplinary approach then sharing learning nationally• & Us® roadshows: to capture voice through consultation workshops across the UK• & Us® academy: our offer to CYPF with training, mentoring, support and a range of nationally recognised awards, accreditations and qualifications recognising their voluntary activity and skill developmentThe move from developing voice practices and consultation (2016) to embedding voice strategically (2017) will see a shift from inform and consult to involve and represent on the engagement and participation spectrum. All of these would be available to support the Children and Young People’s Strategy development and implementation in Northern Ireland and we would welcome further discussions on how we can work together to integrate this voice in the delivery of the CYP Strategy.You can find out more about the RCPCH and & Us®  at www.rcpch.ac.uk/and_us 
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