
MRCPCH - Covid Adapted Clinical Exam FAQs 
Please note, the guidance provided in this document is the most current information we have 

available.  As policies and processes change, we will update this guidance. 
 
Is there a limit on how many people can sit the exam? 
Yes, as with all of our exams, there are a certain number of places available.  This has not 
changed as a result of Covid-19. However, the first UK MRCPCH Clinical Exam being held 
remotely in November 2020 will have fewer seats than normal.  This is to allow us to run the 
exam remotely for the first time and make sure everything works as is intended.  We intend 
to increase the number of seats for UK exams moving forward after November 2020. 
 
How will places be allocated? 
Exam places will be allocated as normal, using the allocation criteria on the MRCPCH Clinical 
Exam How to Apply page. 
 
Can I be prioritised to sit the exam? 
Unfortunately, we cannot give special priority to anyone wishing to sit the exam.  In order to 
fairly allocate seats, we need to follow the allocation criteria on the MRCPCH Clinical Exam 
How to Apply page. 
 
How will reasonable adjustments be accommodated with the changes to the Clinical Exam? 
We are working on ensuring reasonable adjustment candidates are able to sit the exam 
without any disadvantage to them.  Those needing extra time to read station materials will 
receive that.  We are also working on other accommodations.  Many of these will be on a 
case-by-case basis, as they always have been. 
 
Can I take the exam remotely in a country other than my own? 
Yes, candidates can apply for exams in most countries and be allocated a place.  Candidates 
should take into account time zone differences when considering where to apply to sit the 
exam.  They should also take into account whether their country restricts access to, or 
features of, the online platform used to deliver the exam.  The allocation criteria will remain 
the same.  Please see the MRCPCH Clinical Exam How to Apply page. 
 
Can I take the exam remotely in a country other than those listed on your website as ones 
where you deliver the Clinical exam? 
Yes, candidates can apply for exams in most countries.  Candidates should take into account 
time zone differences when considering where to apply to sit the exam.  They should also 
take into account whether their country restricts access to, or features of, the online platform 
used to deliver the exam.  The allocation criteria will remain the same.  Please see the 
MRCPCH Clinical Exam How to Apply page. 
 
Can I take the remote clinical exam from work? From home? From an internet café? From 
another location? 
Candidates will need to consider where they have the best internet connection and where 
they will not be interrupted during the exam when deciding where to physically locate 
themselves for the exam.  They should take into account any firewalls that might exist on their 
work computers and networks.  Please see the Online Platform Resources Section on the 



MRCPCH Covid Adapted Clinical Information page for more information about where you can 
sit your exam 
 
Can exam candidates try out the remote delivery system in advance? 
We are hoping to provide access to the remote delivery system in advance of the exam.  
Please keep an eye on the MRCPCH Covid Adapted Clinical Information page as we will post 
the information and links there. 
 
Do I need to download any specific programme to my computer to take the online exam? 
Candidates do not need to download any programmes to take the online exam.  Practique is 
a web-based programme which means you will take it in a web browser window.  It is strongly 
recommended that you use the latest version of Chrome web browser to take Practique.  So 
if you do not currently have Chrome on your device, then you would need to download that 
but otherwise no.   
 
Can exam candidates take notes during the remote delivered exam? 
Yes.  Candidates may take paper and pencil/pen notes during the candidate reading time and 
any point during the station.  Please be aware that this could be a distraction to you while 
you are trying to complete your station. 
 
What happens if I experience technical difficulties with the remote exam on the day? 
We are preparing as best as we can for any possible issues on exam day, however, we cannot 
control technical difficulties experienced by candidates, examiners, role players or 
invigilators.  If such difficulties arise and they create an issue where a candidate needs to re-
sit a station or two, we will do our best to arrange this at the end of the circuit.  For UK exams, 
we are looking into scheduling a re-sit circuit at the end of the exam week as well but cannot 
promise this will be possible for any or all exams or candidates.  The College and examiners 
all understand that sometimes difficulties will arise, and this will not be held against the 
candidate or reflect in their marks. 
 
More detailed guidance is available for candidates regarding minimum connection speed & 
computer equipment requirements on the Covid Adapted Clinical Information page.  We will 
also soon post information about what to do in case you experience technical difficulties to 
the same page. 
 
Will compensation be considered if I experience technical difficulties with the remote exam 
on the day? 
We are exploring options to allow candidates to re-sit stations or even an entire exam, if need 
be, if someone experiences technical difficulties.  We are also exploring whether refunds can 
be provided.  Please check back on this page for further information on this matter as we will 
post updates when we have them. 
 
How does remote delivery take into account toilet breaks? 
Remote delivery of exams is not expected to take much longer than traditional face-to-face 
delivery of exams.  Candidates in face-to-face exams have typically been reminded to use the 
toilet prior to the circuit starting as taking time out of a station or the 4 minutes in between 
stations can negatively affect outcomes.  The same will be true for remote exams. 



 
Will online delivery affect the time it takes for results to be available? 
We do not anticipate it will take any longer for results to be available after the exam. We hope 
that online delivery might allow us to have results available more quickly than in the past and 
will have more information available about this after the first delivery of the remote exam in 
the UK in November 2020.  
 
Can international candidates participate in remote exams? 
Yes, international candidates can participate in remote exams.  Candidates should take into 
account time zone differences when considering where to apply to sit the exam.  They should 
also take into account whether their country restricts access to, or features of, the online 
platform used to deliver the exam.  The allocation criteria will remain the same.  Please see 
the MRCPCH Clinical Exam How to Apply page. 
 
Will remote clinical exams continue to be provided as an exam delivery option after the 
Covid-19 pandemic? 
We do not currently know when the Covid-19 pandemic will be resolved and therefore do not 
know for how long the remote delivery of exams will last.  As we move ahead, we will be 
testing to ensure the exam remains fit for purpose and will consult with stakeholders about 
changes. 
 
Will the next diet of exams also be online? 
Since we do not know exactly when the COVID pandemic will ease and allow for face to face 
exams again, we cannot predict for how long we will run online exams.  For now, we expect 
exams throughout 2021 to be online, but this could change as circumstances change.  As soon 
as a decision is made to make a change to the exam delivery method, we will update the 
website. 
 
How does this affect candidates who were already confirmed onto an exam in Nepal, Sudan, 
UAE, Jeddah or Egypt that got cancelled due to Covid-19? 
Candidates who had already paid and were confirmed onto an exam in one of these countries 
are guaranteed a spot on the next exam for that country, and that includes the remote exam.  
If a candidate does not wish to take the exam remotely for the country to which they are 
confirmed, they may request to withdraw and receive a refund.  However, they will have to 
then apply to another country’s exam and there is no guarantee they will receive a spot on 
the exam.  Unfortunately, we cannot transfer a candidate’s registration from one country’s 
exam to another. 
 
Will you be providing guidance about how best to prepare for the remote clinical exam? 
Yes, we will provide guidance about how best to prepare for the remote clinical exam.  We 
are providing updates and new resources for candidates on the MRCPCH Covid Adpated 
Clinical Information page as they become available. 
 
Are stations changing for the remote clinical exam? 
We have detailed information about changes to the structure and content of the exam on the 
MRCPCH Covid Adapted Clinical Information page already.  The Communications, History and 
Video stations content and format will remain the same as in a face-to-face exam.  



Information about changes to the content and delivery of the Development and Clinical 
stations is available on the above page. 
 
Would the College consider lengthening the Short Clinical stations as we now need to 
describe the examination in detail? 
During the development phase for this exam and the station changes, we ran through the 
Short Clinical stations multiple times to check for timing and other issues.  Additionally, these 
stations were tested in 2 pilot tests and the November 2020 exam and the timing was found 
to be sufficient. 
 
Do universal cues and candidate information remain available for the candidate to view 
throughout the station? 
Yes, anything that is a universal cue or available when the candidate enters the station is 
available to them throughout the station.  This includes the picture of the development kit. 
 
What type of cues will be given at the beginning of a station? 
Candidates will have their candidate information sheet to read, as was the case in face-to-
face exams.  In some stations, depending on the scenario, candidates might also have 
pictures, audio clips, or very short video clips that are relevant to the scenario.  You should 
make sure you review these cues during your 4 minute reading time before the station starts. 
 
How much detail do we need to go into in describing how we would conduct an 
examination? 
Please see the Describing Examinations and Understand Cues document on the MRCPCH 
Covid Adapted Clinical Information page. 
 
Is there a clock or timer in each station? 
There is a clock that counts up in the station from when you enter and connect.  However, 
that will not be accurate as you will have four minutes reading time, then there will be a bit 
of time as everyone enters the station after you and getting sorted.  We will have an 
invigilator in every station.  Their role is to keep time, call out the time (takes the place of the 
knocks), let everyone know when to start the station as well as when to move on.  They are 
responsible for the overall structural elements of the station whereas the examiner is in 
charge of the content and assessment. 
 
Will the photo of the developmental toys be available to candidates in the Development 
station and will it be available throughout the station or just at the beginning? 
Yes, the photo of the developmental toys, as well as the list, are available to candidates within 
the appropriate Development stations.  The photo and list are available throughout the 
station not just as the start during the reading time.  Candidates may open the photo in a 
separate window and keep it open throughout the station if that is helpful to them. 
	
	

	Are the candidates alone whilst in the 4 minutes reading section?  
They will be alone right as they enter the next station and click connect but the invigilator will 
pop in right away to ensure they know what to do and keep track of the reading time.  The 
invigilator might have to go back to their prior station briefly towards the end of the 4 minutes 
in order to remind the examiner they need to complete their marking and join the next station 



and then will return to the candidate.  We are reminding role players (if there are any in a 
station), examiners and invigilators to remain on mute until the invigilator confirms with the 
candidate they have completed the reading. 
 
Are domains changing for the remote clinical exam? 
The Communications, History, Development and Video stations domains will remain the same 
as in a face-to-face exam.  The Extended Clinical station is new but has the exact same 
domains and format as the Development station.  The two remaining Short Clinical stations 
have had the E1 domain removed and the D2 domain added.  Further information about 
domains assessed on the online Covid adapted exam can be found on the MRCPCH Covid 
Adapted Clinical Information page. 
 
Is marking or the pass mark changing for the remote clinical exam? 
Further information about marking and the pass mark is available on the MRCPCH Covid 
Adapted Clinical Information page. 
 
Are candidates allowed to use earphones or earbuds during the exam? 
Yes, we encourage candidates to have a pair or two of headphones or earbuds for use during 
the exam as it can often cut down on feedback or echo in audio during a station. 
 
Are we going to be recorded in any way during the exam? 
Candidates, when submitting their online application, grant permission for the College to 
record the exams they are applying to sit. 
 
Why are career critical trainees given priority in the allocation criteria for UK exams? 
For the UK exam, we have always given career critical trainees priority.  We must prioritise 
Career Critical trainees in order to facilitate their opportunity for progression in training.  We 
are working with Heads of School to identify and confirm Career Critical trainees.  For our 
purposes, career critical means anyone who has already progressed to ST4 (without the 
exam), or who is expected to step up to ST4 in the next six months (on or before March 
2021).  There may also be exceptional circumstances such as pending parental leave or 
planned medical leave where a trainee is more than six calendar months from stepping up, 
but where a later examination date is not possible. These circumstances will need to be 
discussed on a case to case basis with the Exams team. If you are unsure if you are career 
critical or have exceptional circumstances, please contact the Exams team 
at exams@rcpch.ac.uk. 
 
 
 


