
National-level CEAs: Renewal citation update 

 

RCPCH is today (December 21st) announcing that, because of a decision by DHSC’s 
ACCEA team, we will not be able to offer supporting citations for members who wish to 
renew National-level CEAs (Bronze to Platinum) in this year’s round. This FAQ is to set out 
the implications of that decision. 

 
Q: What exactly is the change regarding renewal citations? 

A: In past years, RCPCH (and other Medical Royal Colleges) had been permitted to provide 
supporting citations for members who wished to renew a National-level CEA. The RCPCH 
has chosen to support all such valid applications in recent years. We had understood that we 
would continue to be able to offer members the same support in this year’s round. 

After we launched our ACCEA process on December 14th, we were informed by ACCEA that 
renewal applications for National-level CEAs in this year’s rounds cannot be accompanied 
by supporting citations from any source – whether an individual, a Medical Royal College, or 
another group.  

We apologise to members for this change, as the consequence of ACCEA’s altered process 
means we are now limited in what we are permitted to offer.   

 

Q: Whose decision was it to make this change? 

A: The decision was made by the ACCEA team at DHSC. RCPCH was not consulted (and 
nor, as far as we are aware, were other Medical Royal Colleges). 

 

Q: Can I seek a supporting citation for renewal of my National-level award from 
another source? 

A: No. ACCEA have entirely closed the facility on their website for submitting supporting 
citations for renewals. 

 

Q: Does this mean that new and renewal applications at a given level will be judged 
on a different basis, since only the new ones can be accompanied by supporting 
citations? 

A: ACCEA have assured us that all applications at a given level will be treated fairly and 
renewal applications will be assessed according to the ACCEA renewal criteria used in 
previous years explained in detail on the ACCEA website.  

 

Q: I would like to put in an application for an RCPCH supporting citation for a new 
National-level award (eg new Bronze). Does this change affect me? 

A: No. The process for you is unchanged – see the details here. 

 



Q: I would like to put in an application for RCPCH support of a renewal and a new 
award. (Eg, renewal of Bronze and new Silver). Does this change affect me? 

A: It does not affect your application for a new award citation – follow the process on the 
College website here. For the reasons given above, we will not be able to take any action on 
the renewal element of your request. 

 

Q: I have already asked the College to support my renewal application for a National-
level award. Do I need to take any action? 

A: No. For the reasons given above, we will not be able to support this request. You will 
receive an email confirming this in due course. 

 

Q: Does this change affect the deadlines or other elements of your process for 
College support of new National-level applications? 

A: No. The deadline for requests for College support of such applications remains 5pm on 
18th January. The deadline for final applications to arrive with ACCEA remains 18th March.   

 

Q: Do you have any information on whether RCPCH will be able to support renewal 
applications for National-level awards in future years? 

A: Not currently – we will inform members as soon as we hear anything.  

 


