
 

 
 

COUNCIL: 23 JANUARY 2020 
BRIEF REPORT OF ITEMS DISCUSSED 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Council noted that this is the first 
meeting for Dr Indrani Banerjee, North 
London Area Officer and the last 
meeting for Dr Gyan Sinha, Midlands 
Area Officer, and Julia O’Sullivan, 
Director of Education and Training.  
Council thanked Dr Gyan Sinha and 
Julia O’Sullivan for all their hard work 
for the RCPCH. 
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Council received and noted a verbal 
update from Professor Russell Viner, 
President,  including: that the College is 
in a good financial position with a 
thriving membership; that the RCPCH 
continues to find stakeholders in 
government to successfully promote 
health in Children and Young People 
post Brexit; and that extra funding for 
CAMHS is received via the STPs / 
ICSs.  
 
EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY PANEL 
REPORT  
Council received a report from Dr Ben 
Summerskill and Dr Bhanu Williams, 
Equality and Diversity Panel Co-chairs 
on the review that the Equality and 
Diversity Panel has carried out. 
Council discussed the report and 
noted that the RCPCH could do more 
to attract BAME and women, in 
volunteering roles, and improving 
audio-visual support during meetings. 
Council noted that this report will be 
discussed during the Executive 
Committee meeting and will come 
back to Council with recommendations 
on how to move forward. 
 
FEEDBACK FROM SAS COMMITTEE  
Council received a verbal update from 
Dr Prakash Kalambettu, SAS  
 
 

representative, and noted that two 
How to support SAS doctors papers 
are currently in the consultative stages 
and should be published in 2020.  
 
FEEDBACK FROM THE NATIONS / 
ENGLISH AREAS 
Council received a verbal update from 
Dr David Tuthill, Officer for Wales, 
specifically: that there had been 
productive engagement with Welsh 
Government on mental health issues 
and obesity. Council received a verbal 
update from Dr Claire Lemer, South 
London Area Officer, and noted that the 
North and South London members 
meeting was held on 7 November 2019 
and the next event may tag onto 
existing trainee events in the area. 
Council received a verbal update from 
Dr Nisha Nathwani, East of England 
Area Officer, and noted that the second 
regional meeting in January 2020 was 
attended by 110 delegates, which is an 
increase of 50 delegates compared to 
the first regional meeting in [month 
year].  
 
FEEDBACK FROM THE TRAINEES 
COMMITTEE  
Council received a verbal update from 
Dr Hannah Jacob, Trainees’ 
Committee Chair, and noted: that the 
PAFTAs process is in motion and the 
winners will be announced at the 2020 
RCPCH Conference; that the Trainees’ 
Committee is looking at data on how 
many trainees leave before completion 
of training and investigating whether 
this can be changed; and that the 
committee is working on guidance for 
trainees who need adjustments at 
work.  
 
CEO MANAGEMENT REPORT 
Council received a verbal update from 
Jo Revill, Chief Executive Officer on 
the CEO Management Report, 
specifically that the National Paediatric 



 

Diabetes Audit (NPDA) will be 
extended for two years and will include 
diabetes type 2, and that the RCPCH 
is looking into the options to redesign 
the ground floor of the RCPCH London 
building.  
 
COUNCIL TERMS OF REFERENCE 
Council received a paper on Council’s 
Terms of Reference, from Prof Russell 
Viner. Council discussed whether to 
hold meetings only by 
videoconference, and agreed that the 
preference is to have face to face 
meetings for networking purposes 
where possible.  
Council approved the current Terms of 
Reference subject to inclusion of the 
recommendations from the Equality 
and Diversity panel report once agreed 
upon.  
 
STATE OF CHILD HEALTH 
Council received a presentation from 
Melissa Ashe, Head of Health Policy, 
Rachael McKeown, Health Policy 
Lead/State of Child Health Project 
Manager, Olivia Hill, Head of Content 
and Brand, on the State of Child 
Health 2020 (SoCH). Council noted 
that the SoCH report provides the 
most recent data and information to 
advocate for child health to be a 
priority in the UK and that there is a 
greater range of data included in 
comparison to the 2017 SoCH report, 
such as youth violence, mental health, 
social determinants (including Looked 
After Children and young carers), and 
child health workforce. Council noted 
that the three key priorities for SoCH 
are to: 

 
i. Reduce child poverty 

and health inequalities; 
ii. Prioritise public health, 

prevention and early 
intervention; 

iii. Build and strengthen 
local, cross-sector 
services; 

Council noted that the 2020 SoCH 
report will take a different approach as 
it will have a greater online presence, 
with the potential reach for sharing, 

and the launch of a microsite on 4 
March 2020.  
 
SHAPE OF TRAINING 
Council received a paper on Shape of 
Training (SoT) from Dr David Evans, 
Vice President for Training and 
Assessment. Council noted that it is 
anticipated that the implementation of 
the new offer of training will take place 
in August/September  2022 and that 
the proposed changes would 
encourage more flexibility in training 
streams. Council noted that the SoT 
Implementation Task and Finish group 
will proposed that HEE does not 
change the training budget even 
through training is shortened to 7 
years as there will not be a need for 
less paediatricians in the UK.  
 
FELLOWSHIP 
Council received a paper and a 
presentation from Jonathan Miall, 
Director of Membership and 
Development, and Patrick Cullen, 
Head of Membership, on RCPCH 
Fellowship. based on the consultation 
which was undertaken across the UK 
with consultants on Fellowship. 
Council discussed whether to make a 
further distinction between a Senior 
Fellow and Senior Member and 
agreed that in the examples of 
distinction for SAS doctors in Appendix 
4,  “at least five years working in a 
substantive, non-training post” should 
be  changed to three years. Council 
thanked Jonathan Miall and Patrick 
Cullen for their work. 
 
POTENTIAL AMENDMENTS TO 
COUNCIL AND OFFICER 
STRUCTURES 
Council received a paper from Graham 
Sleight, Head of Governance and 
Contracts, and Jo Revill, Chief 
Executive Officer, on potential 
amendments to Council and Officer 
structures. Council noted that the first 
recommendation in the paper covered 
how to ensure Council representation 
for our international members, who 
make up 25% of RCPCHs total 
membership. Council discussed the 



 

merits of having an International 
Officer on Council to represent the 
international membership, whether 
international members should be 
consulted on their possible 
representation on Council, and that the 
needs in each country is going to be 
different and therefore impossible to 
meet. Council noted that the 
comments made during this meeting 
on this item will be discussed at EC.  
 
PAEDIATRICS 2040 
Council received a paper and verbal 
update on Paediatrics 2040 from 
Alison Firth, Project Manager – 
Paediatrics 2040. Council noted that 
the RCPCH has an established 
Paediatrics 2040 project board that 
overseas work done by the four 
workstreams; 

i. Data subgroup 
ii. Innovations subgroup 
iii. Models of Care subgroup 
iv. Working Lives subgroup 

Council noted that the workstreams 
will need to gather the evidence and 
then translate this into calls to action, 
and that a survey of UK College 
members will be launched to gauge 
what  they think the RCPCH needs to 
do in the future and that 
recommendations will be presented to 
Council in October.  

 
 
WORKFORCE CENSUS 2020 
LAUNCH 
Council received a verbal update on 
the Workforce Census 2020 launch 
from Marie Rogers, Workforce 
Manager. Council noted that the 2020 
Census has changed and offers a 
much faster analysis of the data. 
Council noted that the Workforce 
Census 2017 had a 100% completion 
rate in Scotland and as a result the 
College  was able to use the data to 
lobby successfully for an increase in 
training places. Council members were 
asked to help promote completion of 
the 2020 census in their networks to 
achieve similar results in English areas 
and the other devolved nations.  

 

 
 
Chair:        Professor Russell Viner 
Next meeting:  4 June 2020 


