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Your name: Lisa Roberts 
 
Organisation (if applicable): Royal College of 
Paediatrics and Child Health 
 
email / telephone number: lisa.roberts@rcpch.ac.uk  
 
Your address: 

1. Do you agree with the proposal to create a requirement within the Bill for a Welsh Clean 
Air Plan or Strategy to be reviewed and published at least every 5 years?  If not, please 
provide details 
 

We welcome the proposal to create a requirement to review and publish a Welsh Clean Air Plan 
Strategy every 5 years as this will ensure that essential action will be taken to reduce air 
pollution. Poor outdoor air quality is a major issue in the UK. Our position statement recognises 
that air pollution is linked to a variety of health conditions and contributes to a large number of 
deaths every year.  It is also linked to climate change, which itself poses wide-ranging threats to 

health and wellbeing.1 
 

2. Do you agree with the proposed timescales for the review of the Clean Air Plan or 
Strategy?  If not, please provide detail. 

 

3. Do you agree Welsh Government should introduce a framework to set new air quality 
targets? 
 
We welcome the introduction of an evidence-based framework to set new air quality targets as 
action can then be taken when needed to reduce harm and to deliver the most effective and 
sustained outcomes for children and young people.  
 
Air pollution is the single greatest environmental threat to public health. Many of the causes of air 
pollution are major contributors to climate change, which also impacts on the population’s health. 
It is estimated that, on an annual basis, approximately 40,000 deaths are attributable to outdoor 
air pollution in the UK. Air pollution is a clearly modifiable and avoidable cause of morbidity and 
mortality and as such, action can and should be taken to reduce or remove this harm.2 

 

4. Do you agree with the proposed air quality target setting framework? If not, please 
provide evidence to support your answer, if available 
 

We agree with the proposed quality target setting framework and welcome the establishment of 
an independent panel of experts (the Clean Air Advisory Panel) to provide advice and 
recommendations on the target setting process and specific priority air pollutant targets which will 
assist in improving the long-term health of children and young people in Wales in the future. It 
would be helpful to know how the views of public stakeholders would be incorporated into the 
framework and how it would specifically improve the health of children and young people with 
long term conditions such as asthma. Our State of Child Health identified the following:  

 

 
1 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/outdoor-air-quality-uk-position-statement#rcpch-recommendations  
2 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/outdoor-air-quality-uk-position-statement#rcpch-recommendations  
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•In 2017/18, the rate of emergency admissions to hospital for asthma was 165 per 100,000 
under 19-year olds in Wales, compared to 174 per 100,000 in England and 157.2 per 100,000 in 
Scotland.  
• In 2018, there were 20 asthma mortalities in the UK for children aged 0-14, 19 of which were in 
England and Wales.  
• In 2017, there were 22 asthma mortalities in the UK for young people aged 15-24, 18 of which 
were in England and Wales.3  
 
“Air pollution needs sorting; Asthma isn’t rare, and the increase is due to the air pollution” 
Children’s representative from RCPCH &Us Voice Bank, 2020  
 
“Having a holiday by the sea where the air is different, I felt a lot healthier with the sea air” 
Children's representative from RCPCH &Us Voice Bank, 2020 

 

5. Do you agree there is a need to clarify and strengthen legislation? If so, do you agree 
with the approach outlined?  
 

Yes, we agree that there is a need to clarify and strengthen the legislation. The RCPCH strongly 
supports national policies, practices and legislation that aim to improve outdoor air quality and 
advocate for sharing information and supporting the public to act.4 

 

6. Do you think a mutually agreed compliance date on a case by case basis will help to 
achieve air quality improvements in AQMAs, in the soonest possible time? Please 
provide detail.  

7. How can we ensure the ‘partners’ concept improves and supports collaboration in 
improving air quality?  
 

We welcome the proposal to introduce the concept of partners to improve collaboration and 
provide support to Local Authorities ‘partners’ to develop, implement and review actions to 
improve local air quality. Our position statement recognises that whilst there are actions to be 
taken at an individual level, many of the identified ways to improve outdoor air quality rely on 
national and societal change, led by Government. This doesn’t mean that the power of 
individuals and key influencers should be dismissed but recognised as part of a bigger picture of 
required actions. The NHS and professionals working in the NHS can help and lead the change, 
both as role models and through their interactions with the public. 5 

 

8. Will these proposals collectively help to deliver a more proactive and prevention focused 
LAQM regime? 

9. Do you think the proposals would support the efficient and effective roll-out of Clean Air 
Zones / Low Emission Zones in Wales? 
 

We welcome the proposals to support the efficient and effective roll-out of Clean Air Zones / Low 
Emission Zones in Wales. The RCPCH supports the expansion of clean air zones in towns and 
cities and expanding the infrastructure to support active travel, travel by public transport and 
electric vehicles.  This includes ensuring populations living in rural and remote communities also 
have adequate public transport links. We support giving local authorities the power to close or 
divert roads when air pollution exceeds set limits. 6 
 
We published the Outdoor air quality position statement in January 2020. It includes evidence on 
air quality from a paediatric point of view. Contained within it are policy recommendations for the 
UK’s governments. The recommendations include more detailed and widespread monitoring to 

 
3 https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/  
4 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/outdoor-air-quality-uk-position-statement#rcpch-recommendations  
5 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/outdoor-air-quality-uk-position-statement#rcpch-recommendations  
6 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/outdoor-air-quality-uk-position-statement#rcpch-recommendations  
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measure each population's exposure to air pollution. With this in mind, we welcome proposals to 
establish a new national air pollution monitoring network for Wales.  

 

10. Do you believe revenue raised through trunk road charges should be available for 
purposes other than to support local transport policies (please specify)? 

11. Do you agree with the proposals relating to tackling engine idling? 

12. What do you think are the advantages/disadvantages of the proposals?  

13. Can you suggest any additional approaches to tackle engine idling? 

14. Do you have any evidence to present on the links between emissions and exposure in 
respect of idling?  

15. Do you agree with the proposal to transpose Part 3 of the Clean Air Act 1993 (Smoke 
Control) into Welsh legislation?  

16. Are there any other aspects of the Clean Air Act which you would consider appropriate 
for inclusion within Welsh legislation? 

17. Do you agree changing the enforcement regime from criminal to civil action will assist in 
improving enforcement? 

18. Would you agree in light of the evidence there should be a presumption in favour of 
Smoke Control, at a minimum in urban areas? 

19. Do you agree with the proposals? 
 

We welcome the proposals to empower workforces across Wales to tackle air pollution. The 
RCPCH strongly support national policies, practices and legislation that aim to improve outdoor 

air quality and advocate for sharing information and supporting the public to act.7 Health 

professionals are considered role models by many and being seen to make individual choices to 
reduce air pollution (based on the above) can influence others to do the same.  The NHS and 
professionals working in the NHS can lead the change, both as role models and through their 
interactions with the public.  
 

The NHS is one of the largest employers in Europe and health professionals can use their 
position to encourage their workplace to make changes to improve air quality, through raising the 
issue and suggesting actions that could be taken. NHS professionals can:  
 

• Embark on workplace quality improvement projects related to air pollution and sustainability.  
• Discuss air quality initiatives with local NHS trust management teams and advocate for positive 
change to improve air quality. 
 

Paediatricians should act as role models for others and make personal changes to reduce air 
pollution where possible. They should encourage change within their workplace and the wider 
NHS. Paediatricians should be aware of local and national initiatives to improve air quality and 
signpost families to relevant resources. 8  
 
RCPCH &Us surveyed more than 630 children and young people aged 6-25 across the UK, 
2019 https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/voice-matters/  Children and young people identified 
‘clean air’ as part of healthy/ healthy living as well as exercising outdoor as key to staying happy, 
healthy and well. 

• “We have a right to clean air” RCPCH &Us Voice Bank, 2020   

• “We know about air pollution from cars and transport” RCPCH &Us Voice Bank 2019  

• “Take children to get fresh air” RCPCH &Us Voice Bank 2019 

• “Less trees chopped down” RCPCH &Us Voice Bank 2019 

• “More bikes, less cars” RCPCH &Us Voice Bank 2019 

• “Less pollution” RCPCH &Us Voice Bank 2019 

 

 
7 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/outdoor-air-quality-uk-position-statement#rcpch-recommendations  
8 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/outdoor-air-quality-uk-position-statement#rcpch-recommendations  
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20. What are the advantages/disadvantages of the proposals? 
 

Children and young people in Wales have raised the following additional considerations that are 
not currently addressed in the proposals:  
• Air quality is a complex area therefore indoor air quality should be included too 

• Children and young people wanted to know what they could do to support clean air  

• Children and young people thought that their schools could do more 
 

“Provide better environmental education in the school curriculum including indoor air quality” 

RCPCH &Us Voice Bank 2019   
 

“Ask young people about their experience.” RCPCH &Us Voice Bank 2019  
 

“We need to find out where children, young people and their families think has clean air. Let’s 

get the youth workers to ask them.” RCPCH &Us Voice Bank 2019 

 

21. In what other ways or by whom could the guidance be delivered?  Please provide detail. 
 

We recognise that everyone has a responsibility for reducing air pollution, and strongly support 
action to improve air quality and inform the public of the issue. Paediatricians should be aware of 
the guidance and use it to inform patients and their families of the health impacts and encourage 
and support them to make positive changes to improve air quality and reduce their exposure to 
air pollution. 
 

One of the six key actions outlined by the UK Health Alliance on Climate Change is to "better 
inform and support health professionals to take local action and provide advice to patients". 
Health professionals have a duty of care to inform their patients of the dangers of air pollution 
and how they can better protect themselves from it. 9 We are committed to working with relevant 
authorities and agencies across the UK to progress the recommendations listed in this position 
statement, with the aim of achieving steady improvement in UK outdoor air quality. 
 

We would also welcome the involvement of children and young people within the plans. Our 
RCPCH &Us engagement network have highlighted the importance of engagement with children 
and young people in all decision making. 
 

“My hope for the next few years is that commissioners and regulators at a local and national 
level fully understand the importance of engagement. Children and young people's voice needs 
to inform decisions about allocation of resources and defining what a high quality service looks 
like.”  
 

“Have real, practical involvement for children and young people across the country and the 
world. Getting children, young people and their families centre stage when it comes to planning 
their care and in delivery.”  
ICYP Engagement Committee Members (young people, parents, paediatricians), RCPCH 
&Us Voice Bank 2018 

 

22. What would be best way(s) for stakeholders to report progress to the Welsh 
Government?  
 

Whilst there are actions to be taken at an individual level, many of the identified ways to improve 
outdoor air quality rely on national and societal change, led by Government. This doesn’t mean 
that the power of individuals and key influencers should be dismissed but recognised as part of a 
bigger picture of required actions. We welcome proposals to establish a new national air 
pollution monitoring network for Wales to report progress to the Welsh Government as more 
detailed and more widespread monitoring is required to measure each population's exposure to 
air pollution, particularly in urban areas and near schools.  

 
9 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/outdoor-air-quality-uk-position-statement#rcpch-recommendations  
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“Have you consulted young people enough or in depth to know what they truly need?” RCPCH 
&Us Voice Bank 2019  

 

23. Do you have any additional points to make? 
 

Air pollution is the single greatest environmental threat to public health. Many of the causes of air 
pollution are major contributors to climate change, which also impacts on the population’s health. 
It is estimated that, on an annual basis, approximately 40,000 deaths are attributable to outdoor 
air pollution in the UK.  
 

Air pollution has been linked to cancer, asthma, cardiovascular disease, diabetes, obesity and 
dementia. The effects of air pollution can start before birth and are shown to have a greater 
impact on babies, children and young people. These effects are particularly damaging because 
they can have a lifelong impact and those with existing health conditions are even more 
vulnerable.  
 

Across the UK, the most deprived communities experience the worst air quality, further driving 
health inequalities. Air pollution is a clearly modifiable and avoidable cause of morbidity and 
mortality and as such, action can and should be taken to reduce or remove this harm. 10 
 

It is important to consider the impacts are pollution has on the health of children and young 
people specifically long-term conditions and we appreciate your recognition of this.  
 

Many long-term conditions develop during childhood. More children are presenting with multiple 
morbidities with added complexity too, which need tailored management. Asthma is the most 
common long-term condition among children and young people and is among the top ten 
reasons for emergency hospital admission of children in the UK.  
 
Children and young people with long term conditions are more likely to develop mental health 
problems and may have poorer education outcomes. Young people with long term conditions 
should be empowered with self-management tools to control their health condition as they 
become adults.11 
 

The RCPCH also conducted a systematic review to find scientific studies about effects of indoor 
pollution on children’s health. 12The working group recommended that the Government and local 
authorities should  

 

• Develop a national strategy, set indoor air quality standards, and have a national body to 

lead on indoor air quality 

• Introduce emissions labelling of household products and building materials 

• Give clear information for the public, local authorities, building professions and child health 

professions 

• Establish a process for people in rented and social housing to report indoor air quality 

problems. Provide assistance for necessary improvements 

 

We recognise that this consultation is primarily in relation to outdoor air quality but feedback 

from our paediatricians highlighted that in terms of indoor air quality it was important to enforce 

the law on no smoking in cars with children. 

 
 

 
10 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/outdoor-air-quality-uk-position-statement#rcpch-recommendations  
11 http://www.rcpch.ac.uk/state-of-child-health  
12 https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/inside-story-health-effects-indoor-air-quality-children-young-people  
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24.  We would like to know your views on the effects these provisions would have on the 
Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on treating 
the Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

25. What effects do you think there would be? How could positive effects be increased, or 
negative effects be mitigated?  

26. Please also explain how you believe the proposed provisions could be formulated or 
changed to have positive or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the 
English language. 

  
  

Responses to consultations are likely to be made public, on the internet or in a report.  If 

you would prefer your response to remain anonymous, please tick here: ☐ 

  
 


