
 
 

 

 

 

39 Victoria Street 

Westminster 

London 

SW1H 0EU 

 

27 August 2021 

 

Dear Colleague, 

 

National Data Opt-out - Covid-19 response – Further extension to 31 March 2022 

 

Staff across the health and social care system have risen magnificently to the challenges of 

Covid-19.  They are going to continue to need to prioritise the response to, and recovery 

from, Covid-19 in the coming months and we want to ensure that they are able to do so.    

 

We have reviewed the decision to extend the national data opt-out to 30th September  2021 

and have agreed to further extend the compliance deadline for the national data opt-out to 

be implemented by remaining organisations to 31 March 2022, in line with the extension of 

the Control of Patient Information (COPI) Notices. 

 

Those organisations that are already compliant with the national data opt-out should 

continue to apply it in accordance with the policy as appropriate and organisations that are 

working towards compliance should continue to do so where they have sufficient resources 

and are confident that preparation will not impact their response to, and recovery from,  

Covid-19. 

 

The national data opt-out does not need to be applied where an exemption applies to the 

disclosure of confidential patient information. This includes where there is a legal obligation 

which requires disclosure, such as under a COPI notice, or there is an overriding public 

interest in the disclosure, i.e. the public interest in disclosing the data overrides the public 

interest in maintaining confidentiality and respecting the opt-out.  

 

If you require further advice on the national data opt-out please refer to the NHS Digital 

national data opt-out web pages where there is a wide range of guidance available to 

support you. For information on the ‘Check for National Data Opt-outs’ service and how to 

use this see the guidance here. 

 

As we have previously made clear we intend this extension to be a temporary measure to 

allow the health and care system to focus on responding to the Covid-19 outbreak. All health 

and care data and organisations will be expected to be compliant from 1 April 2022. 

 

  

https://digital.nhs.uk/services/national-data-opt-out/compliance-with-the-national-data-opt-out


 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
 

Simon Madden,  

Director of Policy and Strategy, NHSX   


