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Nephrology - Learning Outcomes
This table shows all the Learning Outcomes for nephrology Sub Specialty training. They demonstrate those 
introduced in 2018 mapped across to those from August 2021.  It also lists the Key Capabilities, which are the 
most important aspects of the Outcomes, and must be clearly evidenced.  

You will see in the table that some of the Learning Outcomes for the 2021 iteration have been deliberately  
re-numbered and re-ordered.  (i.e. 2018 Learning Outcome 2 now maps to 2021 Learning Outcome 4).  

Under each Learning Outcome, the 2018 Key Capabilities have been symbol-coded and matched to the 
revised 2021 Key Capabilities. Plain bullet points are used where no mapping exists for new (2021) items. This is 
to aid clarity, and also importantly has enabled any evidence currently held for the 2018 Key Capabilities to be 
automatically transferred across to the 2021 curriculum on ePortfolio.

Learning Outcome and Key Capabilities 
2018 

Learning Outcome and Key Capabilities 
 2021

1. Demonstrates extensive knowledge of renal 
physiology, including fluid management and 
disturbances in electrolytes and acid-base 
balance 

Δ Assesses and manages fluid status. . 
Δ Assesses and manages derangements in 

electrolytes and acid-base balance. 

1. Demonstrates extensive knowledge of renal physiology, 
including fluid management and disturbances in 
electrolytes and acid-base balance.

Δ Assesses and manages fluid status. 
Δ Assesses and manages derangements in electrolytes 

and acid-base balance.

2. Manages the diagnosis, investigation and 
management of acute and chronic kidney 
disease, including the provision of renal 
replacement therapy and renal transplantation

Ω Counsels children and families on all aspects 
of the management of acute and chronic 
kidney disease within the multidisciplinary 
team (MDT) setting

• Assesses and manages patients on dialysis 
and following kidney transplantation.

2. Manages the diagnosis, investigation and management of 
acute and chronic kidney disease.

• Assesses children and young people with renal 
impairment and manages both acute kidney injury 
and chronic kidney disease, including investigation, 
diagnosis and treatment.

Ω Counsels children, young people, families and carers on 
all aspects of the management of acute and chronic 
kidney disease within the multidisciplinary team (MDT) 
setting.

• Works with multi-disciplinary colleagues to support 
the conservative or palliative management of children 
and young people with chronic kidney disease, where 
kidney replacement therapy is not deemed to be in the 
patient’s best interests.

• Manages the transition of a renal patient to adult 
services. GP
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Learning Outcome and Key Capabilities 
2018 

Learning Outcome and Key Capabilities 
 2021

3. Demonstrates proficiency in all aspects of the 
management of children and infants requiring 
acute and long-term dialysis, including 
peritoneal dialysis, haemodialysis, continuous 
venovenous haemodialysis and continuous 
venovenous haemodiafiltration.

۞ Safely prescribes haemodialysis and 
peritoneal dialysis. 

Ф Advises on the use of continuous 
venovenous haemodialysis

3. Demonstrates proficiency in the management of babies, 
children and young people requiring kidney replacement 
therapy (KRT), including acute and long-term dialysis as 
well as demonstrates competence in peritoneal dialysis, 
haemodialysis, continuous venovenous haemodialysis and 
continuous venovenous haemodiafiltration, managing all 
aspects of paediatric kidney transplantation.

۞ Assesses and manages patients on dialysis, including 
the prescription of haemodialysis and peritoneal 
dialysis. 

Ф Advises on the use of continuous venovenous 
haemodialysis

 • Assesses and manages patients undergoing kidney 
transplantation, including pre-transplant assessment 
and work-up, peri-operative management and long-
term transplant follow up

4. Manages children and infants with congenital 
anomalies of the renal tract, nephrotic 
syndrome, glomerulonephritis, vasculitis, 
inherited and acquired forms of tubulopathy, 
UTI and vesicoureteric reflux, renal stone disease, 
hypertension, inborn errors of metabolism, and 
inherited nephropathies.

¤ Measures and assesses blood pressure 
in children and infants, including the 
interpretation of ambulatory blood pressure 
monitoring. 

ж Establishes the indications for renal biopsy, 
the potential complications and their 
management, and is able to interpret the 
histopathological findings. 

Ω Counsels families on urinary tract 
abnormalities diagnosed antenatally. 

Ф Interprets radiological imaging of the kidney 
and urinary tract to enhance management. 

4. Manages babies, children and young people with 
congenital anomalies of the renal tract, nephrotic 
syndrome, glomerulonephritis, vasculitis, inherited and
acquired forms of tubulopathy, urinary tract infection, 
vesicoureteric reflux, renal stone disease, hypertension, 
inborn errors of metabolism and inherited nephropathies.

Ω Counsels families and carers on urinary tract 
abnormalities diagnosed antenatally 

¤ Measures and assesses blood pressure in babies, 
children and young people, including the 
interpretation of ambulatory blood pressure 
monitoring.

ж Establishes the indications for renal biopsy, the 
potential complications and their management, 
including interpretation of the histopathological 
findings.

Ф Interprets investigations relevant to kidney disease, 
including blood tests and radiological imaging of the 
kidney and urinary tract to enhance management.

• Demonstrates competence in the prescribing of all 
medication used in paediatric renal disease, including 
immunosuppression and new biologic agents.

5. Shows expertise in the transition of renal 
patients to adult care.

• Manages the transition of a renal patient to 
adult services.

See the Nephrology syllabus to find out more about how to meet each Learning Outcome. 

For more information please see: www.rcpch.ac.uk/shape-of-training
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