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Outcome 1  
Do you agree with Strategic Environmental Outcome (SEO) 1: 'Excellent air, water, land & 
neighbourhood quality'? 
 
The RCPCH highlights that children are more vulnerable to the effects of air pollution because they 
breathe faster, so they inhale more airborne toxicants in proportion to their weight. Moreover, their 
organs are still forming, therefore, exposure to air pollutants during pregnancy and early childhood 
can have harmful and irreversible effects on the development of the lungs and other organs with the 
potential for respiratory and other health problems as an adult.1 It follows that the RCPCH agrees 
with the Strategic Outcome and welcomes the commitment to publish NI’s first Clean Air Strategy in 
2022.  
 
It is positive that NI air quality monitoring stations recorded that pollutants met the 25 µg/m3 
requirement at last reporting stage. However, the RCPCH have highlighted that cut-off levels of 25 
µg/m3 may be inadequate to protect children's health.2  In a UK-wide policy briefing published 
jointly with the UK Health Alliance on Climate Change, Royal College of Obstetricians and 
Gynaecologists and the Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change in October 2021, we set 
out the case for adoption of the new and ambitious air quality guidelines set by the World Health 
Organisation to protect the health of current and future generations. Current limits for some 
pollutants of 25 µg/m3 are now five times weaker than those recommended by the WHO (5 
µg/m3).3 
 
Our State of Child Health Report also called for enhanced monitoring specifically in urban areas and 
near schools.4 The Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) and the NI 
Executive must ensure that the timeframe for publishing the Clean air strategy and the target/s 
associated with this outcome to continue funding improvements in local air quality and to explore 
further funding opportunities are prioritised.  
 
Overall, the RCPCH welcomes the actions and targets associated with the ‘excellent water’ aspect of 
this Outcome particularly the commitment to improve all water body status and investment in 
sewage infrastructure & treatment works. In the same vein, the NI Water’s Water Strategy 2021-
2046 must be fully supported to deliver on actions. The RCPCH updated position statement sets out 
that as a minimum, all children everywhere must have access to their fundamental economic and 
social human rights, including clean air, safe water, sanitation, affordable and nutritious food and 
shelter by 2030, as per the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.5 Governments should 

 
1 RCPCH (2021) The impact of climate change on global child health - position statement, available at: 
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/impact-climate-change-global-child-health-position-statement#footnote9_huzmr5e 
2 Ibid 
3 UKHACC, RCOG, RCPCH and Lancet Countdown. UK Policy briefing, October 2021, available at 
http://www.ukhealthalliance.org/lancet-countdown-21/  
4 RCPCH (2020) State of Child health report available at: https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/evidence/nations/northern-
ireland/ 
5 RCPCH (2021) The impact of climate change on global child health - position statement, available at: 
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/impact-climate-change-global-child-health-position-statement#footnote9_huzmr5e 
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mobilise and allocate the maximum available resources to protect children's rights and include a 
child rights risk assessment as part of all climate policy decisions.6  
 
Outcome 2 
Do you agree with Strategic Environmental Outcome (SEO) 2: 'Healthy & accessible environment & 
landscapes everyone can connect with & enjoy'? 
 
The RCPCH welcomes this Strategic Outcome and associated actions and targets, particularly the 
commitment to fully implement ‘Exercise-Explore-Enjoy: A Strategic Plan for Greenways’ and to 
development a new Strategy for Sport and Physical Activity for the next 10 years and beyond which 
we called for in our State of Child Health 2020 report.7 We also welcome the linkage with the NI 
Children and Young People’s Strategy 2020-30 and the commitment that children can: access and 
interact with the natural environment at home, in school and in daily activities; and work to improve 
and enhance the quality of the environments in which they live, learn and play. However, the ‘future 
vision’ detailed in the draft strategy, also under Strategic Outcome 2, viz., that every child aged 4-11 
spends 1+ hours in nature rich settings each month by 2050 at Section 8 could be improved upon 
and aligned better with the vision detailed at Section 10 (the Next Generation).  
 
Outcome 4 
Do you agree with Strategic Environmental Outcome (SEO) 4: 'Sustainable production & 
consumption on land and at sea'?  
 
The RCPCH welcome the commitment to replace fossil fuels with sustainable alternatives, indeed the 
RCPCH has called upon global leaders across all countries to prioritise the delivery of a rapid and just 
transition away from fossil fuels. Children and young people are especially vulnerable to the impacts 
of air pollution, and exposure to poor air quality has lifelong implications for an individual's 
potential. We assert that governments should strengthen targets to end the use of fossil fuels in all 
sectors as part of their transition to clean renewable sources of energy.8  However, much more 
detail on targets, timeframes, costings, and funding bids are needed to enable effective 
implementation of this aspect of the draft strategy.  
 
The RCPCH also welcomes the ‘future vision’ at section 22 where it refers to contributing to wider 
government ambitions including the move to achieving net zero and supporting the green recovery.  
The draft strategy describes sustainable consumption of services as; ‘environmentally benign, 
socially beneficial and economically viable’.  The RCPCH asserts that a bespoke green strategy for the 
Health and Social Care (HSC) System is needed in NI to contribute to achieving net zero and 
supporting green recovery.9  This would be in line with NHS Scotland ‘Sustainability Plan’, NHS 
England ‘Greener NHS programme’, and NHS Wales ‘Decarbonisation strategic delivery plan’. DAERA 
and the NI Executive should engage with the Department of Health to consider how a green HSC 
strategy could be taken forward in tandem with developing environment / sustainability plans via 
departmental strategies and the Programme for Government as appropriate. 
 
 
 

 
6 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) ‘The climate crisis is a child rights crisis’ New York; 2021 [cited 2021 Sep 22]. 
Available at: https://www.unicef.org/media/105376/file/UNICEF-climate-crisis-child-rights-crisis.pdf  
7 RCPCH (2020) State of Child Health Report, available at: 
https://stateofchildhealth.rcpch.ac.uk/evidence/nations/northern-ireland/  
8 RCPCH (2021) The impact of climate change on global child health - position statement, available at: 
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/impact-climate-change-global-child-health-position-statement#rcpch-
recommendations   
9 Ibid 
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Outcome 5 
Do you agree with Strategic Environmental Outcome (SEO) 5: 'Zero waste & highly developed 
circular economy'?  
 
The RCPCH agrees with this Strategic Outcome and particularly welcomes planned further actions 
associated with single use plastics (SUPs). The RCPCH would like to see further detail on how zero 
waste and reduction in SUPs etc. could be aligned with consumption within the HSC System via 
alignment with a bespoke Green Strategy, the development of which should be prioritised by the NI 
Executive. The UK Health Alliance on Climate Change (UKHACC), of which the RCPCH are a part, set 
out that government action on plastics pollution should be properly resourced, take place in an 
adequate timeframe, and be enforceable by law. UKHACC added that too often, environmental 
action falls short of one or more of these criteria.10 
 
Outcome 6 
Do you agree with Strategic Environmental Outcome (SEO) 6: 'Fair Contribution to UK net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions & improved climate resilience and adaptability'? 
 
The RCPCH agrees with this Strategic Outcome. The commitment to achieve legislative 
passage of a Northern Ireland Climate Change Bill to deliver on New Decade, New Approach 
commitments to underpin this and associated strategies is paramount. The deliberation around 
differences within the Climate Bill No.1 and No.2 is clearly difficult, none the less, the RCPCH assert 
that governments should aim go further and faster than the current commitments to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions to net-zero by 2050 by bringing the target forwards.11  Indeed the Climate 
Change Bill No.1 had at its core the overriding objective at Section 2(2) viz. ‘the establishment in 
Northern Ireland of a net-zero carbon, climate resilient and environmentally sustainable economy by 
the year 2045’.  In the same vein, the UKHACC has called for all countries to achieve net zero 
emissions by 2040 with countries with high emissions of carbon making much bigger cuts than those 
with low emissions.  In particular, the UKHACC assert that all health services should become net zero 
as soon as possible and before 2040.12 The RCPCH supports this ambition in our own position 
statement and urges the NI Executive to make a clear plan as to how they will reach net-zero by 
2040 as an urgent priority so that this goal is achievable.  
 
As already stated, the RCPCH updated position statement on climate change acknowledges that 
millions of children in the UK and globally do not have access to their determinants of health, 
including clean air, safe water, sanitation, affordable and nutritious food, and shelter. These are 
fundamental rights as enshrined in the UNCRC, and the importance of children's rights is recognised 
in the Paris Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change. States have the 
responsibility to take action to ensure that climate change does not erode these fundamental rights 
further in the future.13 

 
10 UKHACC (2018) UKHACC Response to Defra consultation on proposals to ban the distribution and/or sale of plastic 
straws, plastic - stemmed cotton buds and plastic drink stirrers in England, available at: 
http://www.ukhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/UKHACC-Defra-plastics-consultation-December-2018.pdf  
11 RCPCH Climate Change position statement, available at: https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/impact-climate-change-
global-child-health-position-statement#footnote9_huzmr5e  
12 UKHACC (2020) ‘Health professionals call for action to avert a climate catastrophe’ available at: 
http://www.ukhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/UKHACC-COP26-Calls-for-Action.pdf  
13 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). Analytical study on the relationship 
between climate change and the full and effective enjoyment of the rights of the chil2017;07113(May):18. Available from: 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/HRAndClimateChange/Pages/RightsChild.aspx  
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