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06" March 2023

A MOST APPRECIATIVE TRIBUTE TO THE
LATE DR JANET ANDERSON

The President, the Council and the Membership of the Sri Lanka College of
Paediatricians wish to record their heartfelt sorrow, combined with intense regret,
at the demise of a true friend of Sri Lanka, Dr Janet Anderson of the United
Kingdom.

The college and the membership have known and been associated with Dr
Anderson in many a professional capacity, at least over the last two decades or so.
The lady has been a much-valued External Examiner for our MD (Paediatrics)
examinations, been a facilitator for many placements of our Paediatric Trainees in
the United Kingdom, the focal point for enabling the training of two Sri Lankan
MD examiners at the MRCPCH examination held in Singapore to complete the
restructuring of our MD (Paediatrics) examination, the conductor of many
workshops on foreign training for our trainees, a foreign trainer for several
currently practising Sri Lankan Consultant Paediatricians and a superb Guest
Speaker at many of our college Annual Congresses.

Dr Anderson was a great trainer and a superlative clinical teacher for our trainees
at the Wolverhampton New Cross Hospital. In addition, going on that extra mile,
she was also a mentor, colleague, friend and guidance counsellor. The lady was
most certainly an eminent paediatrician who cared deeply about her patients; an
elegant doctor who always led by example. Dr Anderson was renowned for being
a very kind person with intense maternal instincts who clearly understood the
intricacies of foreign doctors who were trying hard to learn and work in
unfamiliar environments.

More than anything else, Dr Janet Anderson was an extremely charming human
being who was a dear friend of the Sri Lankan paediatric fraternity. She radiated
the very best of qualities, unrivalled competence, and perpetual wisdom, whenever
she was in our company. Her unstinted contributions and an unrivalled
commitment to a persistent quest towards improving the paediatric healthcare
situation in Sri Lanka have always been ever so deeply appreciated. For all these
reasons and quite a few more, we remember Dr Anderson most vividly for the
marvellous person that she really was.

We do wish to express our deepest condolences to the family of the late Dr Janet
Anderson, as well as the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health of the
United Kingdom. Our sadness sees no bounds and we pray that her family would
be able to weather the storm of losing such a lovely person, with courage and
resilience. We do grieve with you at your loss. It is indeed our loss as well. As that
wonderful former Monarch of the UK, Her Majesty Late Queen Elizabeth 11, ever
so graphically proclaimed once, “Grief is the price we pay for love.”
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We simply loved the very fine person that Dr Janet Anderson was. She is a
fabulous personality who will be missed forever. However, she will continue to
live in our hearts and will never be forgotten. Her influence on the paediatric
scenario of Sri Lanka would always be the embodiment of grandeur that will
preserve it for posterity.
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