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To whom it may concern

RE: Making a fair contribution: a consultation on the extension of charging overseas
visitors and migrants using the NHS in England

| am writing to you in my role of Vice President for Health Policy at the Royal College of
Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH). This is with respect to the Department of Health
consultation on the extension of charging overseas visitors and migrants to use the NHS in
England.

The RCPCH is extremely concerned to see that children under 18 years of age have not been
excluded from these proposals, despite Article 24 of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child clearly stating that governments must strive to ensure that no child is
deprived of his or her right of access to health services.

Children and young people should be not deprived of timely health care as a result of actions
taken by their parents or guardians in relation to obtaining relevant documentation, whether
they are an EEA or a non-EEA citizen. Health messages for families, regardless of cultural,
social or economic background, must be clear and must be consistent, i.e. if you are
concerned about the health of your child, you should take them to see a health care
professional without delay and in doing so there will be no financial risk to you or your
family.

Whilst we recognise that important exemptions have been made for certain groups,
including asylum seeking families, we wish to highlight the particular risks these measures
pose for the already compromised health of undocumented migrant children. In 2007 there
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were an estimated 618,000 undocumented migrants in the United Kingdom', and we know
that more are arriving every day as crises in the Middle East and elsewhere continue to
displace millions.

These particularly vulnerable children and young people may have increased exposure to
infectious diseases, - in particular, Tuberculosis and HIV infection that can, if not prevented,
spread undetected. These children are also at higher risk of poor mental health following
traumatic events and, if not supported in the first period of resettlement, face on-going poor
health and wellbeing, educational under-attainment and economic exclusion. It is therefore
imperative that all children and young people are encouraged to seek timely assistance from
the NHS without fear of financial penalties.

Proactive health care for all children and young people is a matter of rights and a matter of
professional commitment among health workers. We strongly advise that the Department of
Health exclude all children under 18 years of age from these proposals.

Yours sincerely

D, Can{ Ewe

Dr Carol Ewing
Vice President Health Policy

! London School of Economics. Economic impact on the London and UK economy of an earned regularisation of irregular
migrants to the UK. 2009.
http://www.lse.ac.uk/geographyAndEnvironment/research/London/pdf/irregular%20migrants%20full%20report.pdf
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