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                      Milestones member magazine

            
            
                      Our spring 2024 edition is now out! We spotlight how we are keeping infants, children and young people safe as they access health services. Plus a welcome return of our regular “Starter for Ten” and “Day In The Life” features.
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                      Vote for the next RCPCH Registrar

            
            
                      We have three member candidates for this Senior Officer role who will oversee areas of the College’s governance and ethical framework and its membership needs. Eligible members can now vote online.
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                      Our careers booklet

            
            
                      Packed with top tips and resources from paediatricians of all levels, plus how to take advantage of free RCPCH membership as a medical student or foundation doctor. #ChoosePaediatrics
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                      Annual review 2023

            
            
                      2023 was a challenging year in medicine, but we worked alongside you, our members, on some huge achievements, from the new training curriculum, Progress+ to our campaign on youth vaping.
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                      Developing a clinical guideline

            
            
                      Our new 'hub' helps specialty groups develop a guideline for RCPCH endorsement - including running the search, formulating the recommendations and consulting with stakeholders.
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                      Think measles

            
            
                      Let's work together to make sure children are as safe as they can be from these potentially serious illnesses. We invite you to download our poster and to talk with families about immunisations.
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                      Our role in child mental health

            
            
                      Childhood mental health problems are common and increasing across the UK. We outline the role for paediatricians in prevention, early recognition and holistic care, and we call for greater investment.
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                      Speaking out on air pollution

            
            
                      Dr Emily Parker is one of our new Clinical Fellows with the Clean Air Fund Partnership, and in her first blog, she describes how doctors are taking a more critical look at the impact of air pollution on children's health.
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                      Our challenge for the next General Election

            
            
                      We've refreshed the RCPCH manifesto to support children’s health and wellbeing in a changing world - underpinned by seven pillars from prioritising child health services to tackling climate change.
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                      Professor Steve Turner is new RCPCH President

            
            
                      Steve says, "I am committed to working with members and College staff in advocating for paediatricians and children at every given opportunity, across the UK and around the world."
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                      Pictures from RCPCH Conference 2024

            
            
                      This very special event took place in late March in Birmingham and online. We present just a few highlights out of a packed three days - from brilliant keynote speakers to a buzzing Exhibition Hall.
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                      These standards apply across the unscheduled care pathway to improve healthcare and outcomes for children. They focus on the acutely mild to moderately unwell child.
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These standards aim to ensure there is always high-quality diagnosis (safe, effective and caring) early in the pathway, providing care closer to home where appropriate (right care, right time and right place).


The standards will ensure specialist child health expertise and support are available directly into general practice services, where the needs of the child and their family are known. The standards will build good connectivity between hospital and community settings; primary and secondary care; and paediatrics and general practice.


Standards


	GPs assessing or treating children with unscheduled care needs have access to immediate telephone advice from a consultant paediatrician.
	Each acute general children’s service provides a consultant paediatrician-led rapid access service so that any child referred for this service can be seen within 24 hours of the referral being made.
	There is a link consultant paediatrician for each local GP practice or group of GP practices.
	Each acute general children’s service provides, as a minimum, six-monthly education and knowledge exchange sessions with GPs and other healthcare professionals who work with children with unscheduled care needs.
	Each acute general children’s service is supported by a community children’s nursing service which operates 24 hours a day, seven days a week, for advice and support, with visits as required depending on the needs of the children using the service.
	There is a link community children’s nurse for each local GP practice or group of GP practices.
	When a child presents with unscheduled care needs the discharge summary is sent electronically to their GP and other relevant healthcare professionals within 24 hours and the information is given to the child and their parents and carers.
	Children presenting with unscheduled care needs and their parents and carers are provided, at the time of their discharge, with both verbal and written safety netting information, in a form that is accessible and that they understand.
	Healthcare professionals assessing or treating children with unscheduled care needs in any setting have access to the child’s shared electronic healthcare record.
	Acute general children’s services work together with local primary care and community services to develop care pathways for common acute conditions.
	There are documented, regular meetings attended by senior healthcare professionals from hospital, community and primary care services and representatives of children and their parents and carers to monitor, review and improve the effectiveness of local unscheduled care services.



Implementing the standards


The implementation plan provides tools and resources to support clinicians, service planners and commissioners to implement the standards. These aim to equip you with the necessary practice examples and workforce recommendations that will help local services meet the standards. The Colleges jointly agreed the following plan:


	Supporting and equipping members across the three Colleges with the information and skills to influence at a local level
	Supporting services to implement the standards
	Continuing discussions and negotiation between the Colleges and key stakeholders at a national policy level
	Ensuring children and young people and their parents and carers know the quality of care they can expect and help to change behaviours.
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